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Hon. J. CORNELL: So long as thet is
the case, I support the Bill. If it only
applied to antomobiles, it would be different.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Heenan, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.14 p.m.

—————————
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The SPEAXER took the Chair at
p-m., and read prayers.

4.30

QUESTION—HOUSING.

As to Board Homes at Kalgoorlie and
Boulder.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:

1, How many dwelling houses have been
erected by the Workers’ Homes Board in
Kalgoorlic and Boulder respectively during
the past 12 months?

2, To how many has approval been given
for their ereetion?

3, Is it a fact that the Eastern Goldfields
have not reeceived a fair quota of honses,
on a population basis, compared with other
portions of the State during that time?

4, If s0, will he see that the position is
rectified ?

The PREMIER replied:

{1) and (2) In common with many other
places it has been diffienlt to promote acti-

‘A, H. Panton—Leederville—in
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vities in workers’ homes building beyond
the approval stage during the past 12
months. Ten approvals have now been
given.

(3) and (4) Allocations are made on a
basis of need and the need is established in
Boulder and Kalgoorlie.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Adoption of Children Ac¢t Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Social
Services.
2, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment.

Inirodueed by the Minister for Labour.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

EILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FTOR LANDS (Hon.
A, H. Panton—Leederville) [4.33]: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.35]: 1
would like to ask the Minister what is
the nature and extent of the consideration
which he mentioned last night was to be
extended to those who have filled tem-
porary positions in the Public Service.

TEE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
reply)
[4.36]: The consideration that will he ex-
tended to those who are temporarily em-
ployed in the Publie Service will be in ae-
cordance with the regulations. We eannot
de¢ more about the matter.

Hon, N. Keenan: Will the Minister allow
the temporary officers the same privileges
for leave as permanent officers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They wﬂl
zet pro rata leave, provided they are re-
tired.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Conneil.
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BILL—-MARKETING OF EGGS.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. J. T. Tonkin—North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.38] in moving the second read-
ing said: For several years prior to the war,
producers were very anxious for some work-
able legislation to be introduced governing
the marketing of eggs, legislation which
would embrace means whereby the lower
price received for eggs exported might be
shared by all the persons in the industry.
It is well known that one of the prineipal
complaints under the system of marketing
before the war was that very wide and
violent fluetuations in the price did oecur
at short intervals. It was not unknown that
the price of eggs might vary even during
one day in the market. I have heard of in-
stances that oceurred during 1939 and 1940
where the price of eggs varied as much as
7d. per dozen within a few days. Specula-
tion in eggs during the flush period caused
falls in priece to as low as 8d. a dozen, when
the export parity was approximately 1s.
This fluctuation in price was caused by the
sueplus of eggs from time to time, there
being a greater quantity available than was
required for local consumption. Very small
surpluses of only a few cases of eggs re-
sulted in a considerable fall in priee, affect-
ing many thousands of dozens of eggs which
were Teceived.

In 1938 a Bill was submitied which pro-
posed to overcome the difficulties ex-
perienced in the marketing of eggs, but for
various reasons, one of which was the
method under which the eggs were to be
controlled, the producers did not look with
favour upon it. The QGovernment showed
its interest in the marketing legislation by
not opposing the Bill which was introduced
by a private memher. On at least two
occasions the Government made special
financial arrangements to enable the pro-
ducers to conduct the poll provided for in
the Aet. For three years an ef-
fort was made by the producers, in eco-
cperation with the agents, to conduct a
voluntary egg stabilisation scheme whereby
the producers forwarding eggs to agenty
were prepared to contribute approximately
14d. a dozen to provide funds that would
enable small surpluses to be removed from
the market and stored for release at # more
favourable time. This voluntary organisa-
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tion of producers carried out effective wor
and did soeceed, to some extent, in preven
ing violent fluctuations from oceuring. B1
it was bhampered in ifs operations becau:
the scheme did not embrace all producer
There was a proportion that did not assi
by making any contribution.

The position was made more difficult afti
the outbrezk of war owing to the doubt i
rezard to the existence of adequate shiy
ping faeilities. This threw a heavy finanei:
responsibility upor the agents, so much &
that they were loth to continue, and the
notified the Government at the end of 194
that they would be unable to continue pu;
chasing eggs except at a heavy discoun
which meant that the producers were face
with large losses unless something was don
to meet the situation. Members will realis
that there was great difficulty with regar
to the export of eggs in sheft. The Goverr
ment immediately guaranteed the agen
against loss so that the producers would ne
suffer, and nlso to provide payment to th
growers of at least 11d. a dozen when th
indications were that, without this actio
being taken, the price would probably has
been 6d a dozen. So members can we
imagine what this aetion meant to the prs
ducers. . The Government immediately er
tered into negotiations with the Commor
wealth for some scheme whereby & marks
could be provided for the surplus eggs, an
it undertook to provide the land and als
pay half the cost of the erection of a sui
able building for the installation of the egt
drying plant that has been instrumental i
enabling a profitable return to be made t
the growers since that year.

As the war developed and greater cal
for food were made by the Services withi
Australia, so it beeame increasingly evider
that the Commonwealth would have to mal
provision for the handling of eggs pn
duced throughout Australia in order to &
range for the Services and oversea demanc
to be met, and in order that all produce:
and consumers in Australia should sha:
equally in the difficulties and in the adva
tages that might acerue from the marketin,
Consumers all over the Commonwealth mac
complaints, as did the producers, because «
the wide variation that existed in prices. I
some Stateg there were large numbers ¢
Service personnel resulting in an extraordi
ary demand for eggs in those States wil
consequent higher prices than in the Stat:
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where there was not such a demand. The
result was a wide variation in priees
thronghout the Commonwealth. Not only
that, but a shortage of eggs was caunsed in
certain States resulting in the almost eom-
plete inability of the eivilien consumers to
obtain supplies.

To overcome these problems the Commeon-
wealth Government established the control
seheme now in operation for the purchasing
and marketing of eggs. This was done on
the 3rd July, 1943. It had the effect of
pooling the total eggs of the Commonwealth,
and arranging for payment to the growers
at prices approved by the Prices Commis-
sioner, reasonable quantities being allocated
to the Services and te the civilian popula-
tion. The main principles of the control
scheme which is now operating are, firstly,
that the scheme shall be a self-supporting
one without gubsidy from the Commonwealth
Government; seeondly, that a uniform price
shall be paid o produeers throughout the
Commonwealth; thirdly, that moderate
prices throughout the year are more profit-
able than exeessively high prices during a
period of shortage, and, fourthly, that eoun-
try eggs shall be purchased on the same
basis as those of the metropelitan producers.

In ell States except Western Australia
and Tasmania egg marketing boards were
in operation. An attempt was made to
continue the existing set-up in Western Aus-
tralia, but it was found necessary for the
controller of eggs to take over eertain cand-
ling and grading floors where the recciving
and handling of eggs eould be carried out
according to the regulations. It was
thought that that was in the best interests
of both the consumers and the producers.
In Western Anstralia, where pulping was
being done under what were considered un-
hygieni¢ econditions, the econtroller con-
structed an annexe to the egg-drying plant
wherein he installed a modern pulping
machine. The building was erected wunder
the same conditions as was the egg drying
plant. Tt will become the property of the
State when the present Commonwealth sys-
tem of control ceases. The equipment for
the actual eracking of the eggs and pulp-
ing is valued at about £300, and it will re-
main the property of the egg control
authorities.

In arranging for the handling of the
large quantity of eggs that has been eom-

“tal  value of
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ing forward, it has been necessary for the
controller of the scheme to build up eer-
tain assets represented by cases, machinery,
office equipment, eandling benches, plat-
forms, lifting trucks ete. The capi-
these assets will ap-
proximate £20,000. The growers have clear-
ly signified their wish that a system of eon-
tral of marketing should continue when
Commonwealth contro] eeases, which it is ex-
pected to do six months after the date fixed
as the end of the war.

Mr. Watts: When is that likely to he?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am unable to say. It depends on the date
actnally fixed as the end of the war. The eon-
trol will cease six months after that date.

Hon. N, Keenan: Is it not supposed fo be
gix months after V.E. day?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T have heard a number of suggestions as to
what it will be, but I have had no authori-
tative information.

Mr. Mann: You really do not kmow?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know.

Mr. J. Hegney: You do not know either.

Mr. Mann: I have a pretty good idea.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is pointed out that the continuance of the
eontrol and marketing of eggs should not be
against the interests of the consumers. As
the price to the consumer during the flush
period would depend upon the export par-

_ity price, as in pre-war years, it would be

in the interests of the producers themselves
to prevent any exeessive price during the
lean period. This would be dealt with by
the storing of eggs by the board. The prin-
ciple of storing a commodity when there is
a surplus available and releasing it at some
other suitable period, has been adopted with
regard to all sorts of products quite sue-
cessfully for some time. When Common-
wealth contro] censes, it will be necessary
for some authority to step in and make
arrangolﬁents for taking over the assets and
running the business. Even if we did not
propose any such marketing scheme, the
whole business eould not be cut off on the
day when control ceases. There would be
a quantity of eggs available in the shell, in
pulp or in the form of the dried commodity,
and those assets would be available. Tt
would have to be someone’s business to step
in and take control of the commedity. In
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any case, provision should be made for the
continnance of some authority.

I hope to prove it is desirable that we
should constitute this authority to step in
when Commonwealth control cesses and that
the authority should control the proper mar-
keting of eggs in the interests of the pro-
ducers, This authority could step in and
undertake the functions I have just outlined
and the work could be done in any one of
the four following ways:—

By a legally constituted marketing board,

upoh which the producers should have repre-
sentation; or

by the State Government itself arranging to
conduct the business on behalf of the grow-
ers; or

by the buginess being taken over by some
co-gperative company; or '

by selling the business to one or more agents,

which would mean, in effect, a reversion to the
old system.
As the producers have indicated clearly to
my predecessor and also to me, they ave
unanimously in favour of a properly con-
stituted marketing board, upon which the
producers will have representation, being set
up for the purpose of continuing the con-
trol and markefing of eggs. It may be
asked, “Why do you not make use of the
present Act?’ My reply to that is that the
present Aet is unworkable, It is a measure
very similar to the old Onion Marketing Act,
which I was able successfully to peint out
to the House could not funection, and in con-
sequence we substituted new legislation. The
existing egg marketing legislation has the
same disadvantage in that it provides that
the eggs hecome the property of the board
immediately they are laid, This means that
the board would be responsible for any
Tosses that might oeccur between the time the
cge was laid and the time when it got to the
floors, Produecers do not look favourably
upon that legislation and that is why, when
polls were taken, they refused to agree to
the operation of the Act. The measure also
made no provision for the candling or grad-
ing of eggs, for the board te own any pro-
perty or to pulp or dry eggs or for the
operations that are at present being carried
out under the existing form of control.

I therefore have brought to the House this
Bill, which is not nearly as formidable as
it would seem. It appcars to be somewhat
lengthy, but it is & straightforward measure.
The clauses are simple, and I think mem-
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bers will be agreeably surprised when the;
eome fo deal with them to find there is nof
nearly the quantity of work as would appeas
at first glance at the size of the measure
Under the Bill it is proposed to set up ¢
board that will be constituted of two pro
ducers’ representatives elected by the pro
ducers themselves, one producer nominate
by the Government, two consumers’ repre
sentatives nominated by the Government anc
& chairman who will also be nominated b)
the Government.

Mr. McLarty: Why does the Governmen
want to nominate the producer? Why
should he not be elected?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
The object is to safeguard the producer:
themselves, The hon. member knows the
vagaries of cleetions and that the result o
an election is not always what is desired.

Mr. Watts: We will frankly admit tha
that applies sometimes,

Mr. Mann: Especially to the last elections

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
If the Government nominates a produce
to the board, it will nominate a man whe
will be quite satisfactory and it is almost ¢
certainty that sueh a man will be aceept
able to the producers generally, On the
other hand, it is quite possible that as thi
result of an election, especially if held ir
the initial stages when full interest was nof
taken in the matter, some producers’ repre
sentatives would be chosen who were no
satisfactory to the producers generally
Whilst in my view it cannot possibly do thi
producers any harm, it could easily do them
a lot of good. It is proposed that eggs shal
be sold only to the board or to a license
agent, but producers owning 20 adult fowl
or less are to be exempted from the opera.
fions of the board.  Permits will b
granted to producers under certain condi
tions authorising them to sell direet t«
consumers and permits wifl also be issue
to storekeepers under certain condition:
authorising them to purchase cggs fron
unlicensed growers, thus providing a marke
for the producers in country distriets, I
is proposed to confer on the hoard authorit)
to purchase and own properiy necessarsy
for the transaction of its business and the
marketing of eggs The hoard will also be
given authority to horrow for the purpose
of establishing its husiness on a proper basis
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and the Bill will provide authority for the
Mipister to approve of loans or advances
to the hoard to emable it to carry on its
proper functions. It is not proposed in
the Bill that any poll shall be necessary
before the Act comes into operation. Sinee
the institation of the Commonwealth seheme
for the control and distribution of eggs, the
producers have done a very fine job indeed
in meeting the calls made upon them by
the Government for increased production.

An extra number of producers have been
encouraged to join the ranks of poultry-
farmers and the resuli has been a very steep
increase in the quantity of eggs produced
in Australia. In fact, the production
throughout the Commonweglth has inereased
from 56,000,000 dozen in 1942 to approxi-
mately 100,000,000 dozen last season and an
estimated production of 110,000,000 dozen
during the current season. In Western
Australia production has inereased at a simi-
lar rate and has shown an annual increase
of approximately 18 to 20 per cent. during
each of the last three years. That huge
inereased production has naturally brought
with it a number of resultant diffienlties,
particularly now that the war has ended.
The Commonwealth powers for controlling
the marketing and processing of eggs were
obtained under National Security Regula-
tions and, as I have already pointed out,
it is anticipated that within a eomparatively
short space of time, that control will cease,
So unless some provision is made by legis.
lation in this State not only for continning
operations within the State but also for
ensuring means whereby the huge surplus
of eggs, which may be as much as 70 mil-
lion dozen in the Commonwealth, can be
handled without the risk of interstate com-
petition ruining loea] priees, we believe that
the loeal industry would face disaster, as
can readily be imagined.

Mr, McLarty: Is power given under this
measure to control production?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No; the hoard will endeavour to market all
the eggs that come forward and will follow
the lines that were adopted during the war
years with regard to drying, pulping and
30 forth, but I would say that inducements
would not be held out to producers to in-
crease production; neither would new pro-
ducers be encouraged to enter the industry
unless it became clear that there was still
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a market available for all the eggs that
conld be produced.

Mr. Mann: There is a world market for
eggs at the present time.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Of course there is, but I am spesking of
what is likely to happen in future. The
huge increase in production has eansed diffi-
culties in the industries that have been ser-
vicing the poultry industry. For example
there has been difficulty in the case-making
industry. There has becn such a demand
for cases by various industries, inecluding
the fruit industry, that the supply has not
been nearly sufficient. There has also been
difficulty in the matter of tin-meking and
the provision of packing materizgl. During
the last two years particularly, great diffi-
culty has been experienced in this State in
providing eases, fillers and tins from local
production, and so importations have heen
necessary,

Mr. J. Hegney: Will not that right itself
in a year or two?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It might, but we cannot say when. Last
year no fewer than 40,000 eases had to be
made by the control authorities by band
because local machinery was inadequate lo
cope with the situation. The Common-
wealth has made contracts with the British
Ministry of Food for the purchase of sur-
plus eggs from Australia until 1948. Be-
canse of this, it is believed that when the
present Commonwealth control ceases, it will
be necessary to organise some central
authority to arrange for the marketing of
pulp, ege-powder and surplus egps so that
each State will obtain its fair share of the
Australian market. An examination of the
position is now being made by the pro-
ducers’ representatives and also by egg
boards in all the States with a, view to safe-
guarding the future marketing of eggs, and
provision is made in the Bill for us to join
such central organisation if it is considered
by the Government to be in the best in-
terests of the producers of this State.

I repeat that the Bill is not nearly as
formidable as it appears. I regret that I
have had to bring it down so late in the
session, I would have deferred its intro-
duction until next session had I been sure
that the existing control would have con-
tinned and that no diffieulty would have
arisen, bhut because of the possibility of
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Commonwealth contro] ceasing before we
would have time to pass the necessary legis.
lation to enable control to continue, I have
been ohliged at this late hour of the session
to bring the Bill forward. '

Mr. Read: Are members of the board
paid a remuneration?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Mann,- debate ad-
journed.

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day.  Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Schedule:
The CHAIRMAN: An amendment had

been moved by the memher for Katanning
as follows:—

That at the end of Subclause (1) of Clause
16 of the schedule the following proviso be
added:—

Provided that the holder of every such
perpetual lease shall have the option (whieh
may be exercised at any time after five
years from the granting of such lease) to
acquire the fee mimple of the land com-
prised in the lease by paying in cash
to the State the full amount of the valua-
tion of the holding as originally deter-
mined under Clause 6 of this agreement
and any amount necessary to satisfy any
claim of the eredit authority.

Mr. WATTS: Pursuant to the suggestion
made by the Premier last evening, I have
had another amendment drawn and, with
the objeet of moving if, I ask leave to with-
draw the amendment now before the Com-
mittee.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That the following words be added to
Clause 16 of the achedule:—

The provigions of this clause shall be
reviewed at the expiration of five years
from the date of this agreement, and upon
guch review the Commonwealth and
State may, by mntual agreement, vary the
provisions of this clause by providing that
a holding held on perpetual leasehold may
be converted at the option of the holder
and wpon terms to be mutually agreed
upon by the Commonwealth and the State
into an estate in fee simple.

This abandons the idea of a compulsory pro-
vision in the agreement enabling lease-
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holders, upon payment of the full amoun
owing, to convert their leaseholds into free
bold. It will enable consideration to b
given to the matter at the end of five year:
from the date of the agreement and, wha
is more, clearly indicates the view of thi:
Chamber that some alteration should he
considered at that time.

The PREMIER: The new amendmen
meets the objections I had to the forme:
amendment.. I think it is quite reasonable te
propose a review at the end of a state
period. Had the original amendment heer

included, I think it would have held up the

passing of the agreement and its acceptane:
by the Commonwealth, perhaps for sis
months or more. The amendment will give re
turned men a very clear indieation, withoul
any pretence at all that, at the end of

. period, the question of whether they are t

be allowed to exercise an option will be eon
sidered. Speaking on behalf of the Govern
ment, I see no reason why the proposa
should not meet with the approval of the
Commonwealth as a provision to be eon
gidered at a later date.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: There is muck
merit in the suggestion that people shonl
be able to transfer from leasehold to free
hold. We are all familiar with the adag
that an Englishman’s home is his castle anc
that he wants free and undisturbed posses
sion of it. In regard to soldier settlement
however, it must be remembered that the
State, together with the Commonwenlth, ha
already written down the value of the pro.
perty for the benefit of the soldier and in
curred a liability partly as an act of justice
to those who defended and fought for thi
country oversea, 1f we permiited conversior
to freehold, a soldier after having held &
block for four or five years, might sell anc
give to someone else the benefit aceruning
from this expenditure by the Commonwealt}
and State, in the proportions of three-fifths
and two-fifths, and I do not think we car
stand for that.

We are making big concessions to soldier:
as a reward for their services, but after the
State and the Commonwesalth have brought :
property to a state of productivity and writ.
ten down the eapital, somebody else shoulé
not be permitted to step in and make monej
out of it. A soldier might not have done
much on his holding in thé five years an¢
to say that he should be entitled to the un:
earned increment is something that we shouls
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not countenance. That would be entirely
against the spirit of the scheme, which is
designed to give these men who have done
so much for us some reward for their ser-
vices, The land might have cost £1,000 or
£2,000 and we might say that beeause the
productive capacity is only £750, we will
write it down to that figure. I am not very
favourable to the amendment.

Mr., WATTS : The objections raised by the
member for Geraldton hardly enter into this
amendment, though they might have been ten-
able in regard to the amendment that has
been withdrawn, because it made a definite
proposition that the lease should be con-
vertible on eertain speecified terms.

The Premier: That is what I objected to.

Mr. WATTS : The present amendment sug-
gests that a lease might be converted to
freehold on terms agreeable to the Com-
monwealth and the State, Therefore the
member for Geraldton is merely submitting
that in five years the Commonwealth and the
State might agree upon some proposal that
is necessarily outrageous. This would be
extremely unlikely, At the same time
I submit that it is a eurious outlook that
the country bhaving decided as an
aet of justice and part of its duty to
confer a benefit on men who have served
us, should subsequently turn around and
say that in no circumstances shail they
make a profit out of it. Surely the whole
point of offering him some benefit at this
juneture is in order that his after-life may
belived in a measure of comfort and con-
tentment; and if, under any reasonable
system to whieh the Commonwealth and
State in five years both agree, subjeet to
such reasonable restrietions they agree
upon, he does make a profit, surely there
ern be no ohjection to that.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It should be value
that he bas contributed towards.

Mr. WATTS: Then why mive him some-
thing now by writing off some of the amount
which the property is costing the country?
Beeause we consider he is entitled to that
something in exchange for the hiatus in his
life, and that his loss of oecupation for
many vears in ecivil life, and loss of op-
portunities which, had bhe been in Austra-
lia, he would have had, must be eompen-
sated for.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: So long as he keeps
it himself.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. WATTS: This amendment does not
make any provision for giving it to him ou
any terms. It affords an opportunity for
the future consideration of that subject.

Mr. THORN: I do not hold the opinion
held by the member for Geraldton. This
is a soldier settlement scheme, and I pre-
sume it will remain as sueh; and I am
boping that under the control that is set
up, if at the end of five years the Com-
monwealth QGovernment and those as-
sociated with it decide to allow this privi-
lege of the soldier to convert the property
to freehold, the board will see that an-
other soldier settler goes on to the pro-
perty. I hope that will be so, and that
he will have some say in the profits that the
present occupant will make, I do not see
the dangers in this amendment that the
member for Geraldton does, and I do not
agree with his remarks about privileges tu
the soldiers. I consider the soldier is being
given his just dues, what he has been pro-
mised by the Commonwealth Government—
or a part of it.

Hon. N, KEENAN: The amendment ex-
presses an obligation to review the position.
What the result of the review will be is
entirely a matter for the Commonwealth
and State to arrive at. So it does not bind
one or the other in the least respect. If
this provision is added there is to be a re-
view at the end of five vears. That re-
view can he formal or of a comprehensive
character. I presume that if an altera-
tion is made it will be made by mutual
consent and will be part and paveel of the
arrangement between the Commonwealth
and the State for soldier settlement.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. SEWARD: Paragraph 18 of the
schedule makes provision for the estab-
lishment of an authority to investigate and
determine such matters arising between a
settler and the State as the Commonwealth
and the State agree may be referred to it
for determination. I think that those who
have had experience of the workings of
the Agricultural Bank will readily realise
that quite & number of matters may arise
in dispute between the seitler and the
Btate. If we are going to confine those
matters only to such as the Commonwealth
and State may refer to the authority for
determination, I am afraid we are looking
for trouble. It will be hetter to create
some aunthority and give the settler the
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right fo approach that aathority en any
matter abont which he 15 dissatisfied. I
therefore move an amendment—

That in lines 2 and 3 of Clause 18 of the
schedule the words ‘‘such matters arising De-
tween a settler and the State as the Com-
monwcalth and State agree’’ be struck out
and the words '‘matters in dispute between
a settler and the State which?’ inserted in
lieu,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
no objection to the amendment.

I bave

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. SEWARD: The latter part of the
paragraph reads, ‘‘The torm and constitu-
tion of this authority shall he agreed upon
by the Comamonweatlh and the State.”” I
consider that Parliament should set out
the constitution of this authority, which
should contain some members having a
local Knowledge of conditions in particular
distriets. If a settler complained that he
could not make a reasonable measure of
progvess, there would be members of the
constituted authority to guide the appeal
board as to whether the submission was
genuine or not. Provision is made that he
shall have technical and expert adwviee. I
can recall an instance in which a settler
whom I know very well went to his mort-
gagees and said he did not want to eon-
tinue growing wheat but wanted to grow
oats. The mortgagees would not econsent
and said that he must continue to grow
wheat, But he had been losing meney, so
he walked off his property. We require
someone with local knowledge to assist the
board in matters of that kind, I move an
amendment—

That at the end of Clause 18 of the
schedule the following words be added:—
‘‘but shall contain a majority of persons
having a practical knowledge of land settle-
ment whe are not public servants.’’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is ad-
mitted that all sorts of disputes may erop
up between the State and settlers, and I
agree that is why it would be inadvisable to
have to have an agreement between the
State and the Commonwealth that there
was a dispute. As a dispute crops up, if
there is not & permanent authority—and I
do not think there should be one—there
should be an authority ereaied, even in a
district. Tt would be advisable to have on
that authority a man who would be repre-
sentative of the particular distriet but I
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am not agreeable to loading the authority
against the State,

Mr. Watts: I would not say that,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hav
said it, .

Mr., Watts: I do not think it is & fai
statement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is jus
ag fair ag it is for the hon. member to cas
aspersion on employees of the State. He
said, “Who are not public gervants.” If wy
have a public servant, holding a high posi
tion, who may be an expert in the matter
entailed in a dispute that arises, surely if
it is thought advisable to put him on tha
committee, that can he done.

Mr. Watts: There is nothing to prevent it
He wounld be in a minority and could stil
be a publie servant.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 'The
amendment says that there shall e
a majority of persons who are nol
public gervants. If we have a com-
mittee of three, which I think is
suificient, there would be a representative of
the district, & representative to deal with
the matter from the State’s point of view,
and an independent chairman, and I cannot
see anything wrong with that authority,
which is what T visualise. We do not know
what disputes will arise, particularty in the
first year or two, between the settler and the
State. I ean see nothing wrong with the
kind of eommittee I have suggested. The
Government cannot accept the amendment,

Mr. WATTS: I ecannot see anything
wrong with the amendment. I assume that
the anthority would consist probably of
three members. The amendment says that
the majority shall not be public servants, so
one of them can be a public servant, and
that gives the State representation, the State
being a party to the dispute,

The Minister for Lands: Would
magistrate be a public servant?

Mr. WATTS: One of the members will
presumably be s person with a knowledge
of the district concerned, and of its condi-
tions, under which the settler is working.
The third will presumably be an independent
member, and should not be a public servant.
If he were a public servant the State would
then have two representatives out of three,
and T think that is the distinction the
member for Pingelly wishes to make.

The Minister for Works: Would you re-
gard a magistrate as a public servant?

Mr. WATTS: Yea

not a
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The Minister for Lands: Then we could
not have a magistrate as a chairman.

Mr, WATTS: No, but I can think of half
A dozen other convenient people whom even
the Minister would accept, if I named them,
who are neither magistrates nor public ser-
vants. I think the proposal of the member
for Pingelly is the fairest possible. It would
not prevent the Government having repre.
sentation, and it provides for the other party
to be represented, and for a third member,
who is to be independent. I am surprised
.at the Minister’s point of view and eannot
subseribe to it.

The PREMIER: We should not tinker
with the agreement in this manner. With
the things that may be said to the detriment
of public servants, we have a very efficient
public service in Western Australia and in
the set-up to econtrol this authority there will
be men who are experts in their different
lines, charged with great responsibility.
They will have opportunity toe be familiar
not only with the overall pieture, but with
individual problems. Two members in the
front bench opposite were, at one time, civil
servants,

The Minister for Works: Not too eivil.

The PREMIER: I think they would find
unwelcome a suggestion that, when they were
«¢ivil servants, they were unfit to be on a
committee of this type, but now they have
agsumed authority and ability to deal with
‘these problems in a proper manner. This
authority will have to confer, as it is now
-conferring, with people in the districts, and
with all sorts of authorities in the dis-
triets. That course is to be followed strietly,
administratively, so that the best advice can
be obtained. It is not always neecessary to
have outside advice on the committee, but
it is always a wise provision to co-opt
the services of persons who ecan
give good adviee. I think it would be wise
to leave it to those who have the responsi-
bility to add to their numbers by placing the
proper persons ag and where necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.

Schedule, as amended, put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,
1, Local Authorities {Reserve Funds) Aect
Amendment.
2, Justices Act Amendment.
(On motion by the Minister for Lands).
Received from the Council,

BILL—WAER SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT (LAND ACT
AFPLICATION).

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the 20th November.

MB. THORN (Toodyay) [5.42]: The
Minister, in introducing this Bill, did not
waste much time, nor do I intend to do so.
This Bill is to make provision in the Land
Act for perpetunl lease for the purposes
of land settlement. That is all it provides
for and it is complementary to the other
Bill and most necessary. If the Common-
wealth Government does agree to the amend-
ment previously agreed to in the other Bill
it will necessary,.in five years’ time, also
te amend this measure. I support the
second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committae,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT,

Council’s Message.

Message from the Counecil notifying that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 1 to 6
now considered.

In Committee,

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendments in-
sisted on by the Couneil and disagreed to by
the Assembly are as follows:—

No. 1,

Clause 2 (page 2):—Delete the words ‘‘one
or more’’ in line 7.
No. 2,

Clause 2:—Delete the words ‘‘one or more’’
in line 8.
No. 8.

Clauge 2:—Delete the worda "a loeal auth-
ority or’’ in lines 12 and 13.
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No. 4, -
Clause 2:—Delete the words
society or’’ in line 14,

No. &.
Clause 2:—Insert the word ¢‘undertaken!’
in ling 18, the word *‘only.’?

No. 6.

Clause 2:—Delete the worda ‘“local authori-
ties separately or with friendly societies separ-
ately or with any number of local authorities or
with any?’ in lines 17, 18 and 19, and sub-
stitute the words ‘“a number of local authorities
or a.’’

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
original proposal was to allow local govern-
ing bodies and friendly societies to do busi-
ness with the State Government Insurance
Office. The Council’s amendments provide
that they shall only deal with pools con-
stituted of loeal governing bodies or
friendly societies. No separate local gov-
erning body or friendly society will be able
to do business with tho State office if these
amendments are agreed to. That is the erux
of the whole thing. The Bill was brought
down at the request of local governing
bodies, most of which were in a pool. In
view of the insistence of another place that
these organisations must form a pool before
they do business with the State Government
Insurance Office, there is nothing more to
be said. I move—

That the Assembly no longer disagrees to the
amendments made by the Council.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and 8 message accordingly returned to the
Council.

‘‘a friendly

BILL—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOFPMENT
- (RESUMPTION OF LAND).

In Commitlee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in eharge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after Clause 2 had been agreed to.

Clause 3—Interpretation:
Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendmeni—

That after the definition of ‘‘Committee?’
a further definition be inserted as follows:—
¢ ‘{Industry’ includes every trade or busi-
ness having for its object the manufacture of
marketable produets or things.**
I move this amendment because the Bill
itself does not define what is mennt by
“‘industry.'’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member has not given me anything to reply

[85]
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to and has advanced no reasons for his
amendment. Any attempt to define the
term ‘‘industry’’ will have a narrowing in-
fluence upon the operations of this legis-
lation, and it may easily have a detrimental
effect mpon the purpose which the Govern-
ment bas in mind. I admit that the pro-
posed definition is fairly wide but, even
80, it is doubtful whether it would be wide
enough in practice. I would prefer that
the term ghould not be defined rather than
it should be defined in 2 way that will have
a limiting effeet that the hon. member him-
self would not desire. I am not very
strong in my opposition to the amendment,
but I ask the Committee to congidex
whether it is wise in all the circumstances
to embody it in the Bill. It may have the
effect of shutting out from the benefits of
the measure some undertaking which should
be covered by its provisions.

Mr. ABBOTT: I still think the amend-
ment should he made, The Bill is so word-
ed in this regard that no one can under-
stand what the word ‘‘indusiry’’ means.

The Minister for Works: It has a géneral
meaning.

Mr. ABBOTT: It should be accurately
defined so that everyone may know whet it
eovers.

Mr. DONEY: The word “‘industry’’ is
intended to denote some phase of secondary
indnstry. It is a very variable term ind
requires a definition.

The Minister for Works: I am not ohject-
ing very strongly to the amendment.

Mr. DONEY : Industry eould be regarded
as the work of one person or a group of
persons engaged in primary or secondary
industry.

The Minister for Works: I think ;uu
have convinced me.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 4 and 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Applications by ecertain per-
sons for acquisition of land for industrial
purposes:

Mr. ABBOTT: T move an amendment—

That after paragraph (a) a new paragraph
be inserted as follows:—''(aa) That after
he acquires the said land he will be able to
establish and carry on the said business,
and.*’

I want to ensore that any applicant who
goes hefore the Committee has some foun-
dation to indicate that he will be able to
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carry on the business he claims to be able
to carry on, if he is able to get the land.
This would avoid wildeat schemes.
The Minister for Works: I agree,
Amendment put and passed.
* Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—
That a new subeclause be inserted as fol-
Jowsa:—'* (3) Every applicant shall state in
his application whether he desires to acquire
an estate in fee simple or a leasehold estate
in the said lamnd.’’
The applicant should state in his appliea-
tion whether he wishes the land to be iree-
hold or leasehold. That is a matter which
ought to be known at the time he makes his
application.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no objection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 7—Application to be considered
by Committee:

Mr, ABBOTT: I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subclause (2) after the
word ‘‘whether’’ the words ‘‘the applicant
has establighed the faets referred to in para-
graphs {a), (aa), (b), (e) and (d) of Sub-
section (2) of Section 6§ and whether’’ be
ingerted.

This clause provides that on receipt of an
applieation made under the precuding
clanse, the Minister shall refer it to the com-
mittee to be appointed, which may either
recommend or reject it. Provision is made
for an gppeal to the loeal court, My desire
is to set out clearly the grounds which must
be taken into consideration by the proposed
committee and by the eourt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I feel
sure the proposed committee would do what

this amendment would expressly call upon i’

to do. However, I have no objeclion to the
matter being set out elearty in the Bill. If
the amendment is carried, the word “same”
in line 5 ought to be struck ont and the
word “application” inserted in liew. I sug-
gest to the member for North Perth that if
the amendment is agreed to, he move a con-
sequential amendment along the lines I have
suggested.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. ABBOTT: I appreciate the Minis-
ter's suggestion, I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelavse (2) the word
‘“same’’ be struck out and the word ‘‘appli-
cation’’ inserted in lieu,

Amendment put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subelause (3) the words
““ghall call upon the applicant’’ be struck
out with a view to inserting the following
words:—‘‘and may eall upon the applicant or
other peraon who, in the opinion of the com-
mittee, is nble to give any relevant informa-
tion,*?

The applicant might be a company and con-
sequently could not be summoned to attend
personally., In addition, it might be advis-
able for the committee to summon other per-
sons who might be able to furnish it with
rvelevant information.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I am in
agreement with part of the amendment; but
if we do not make it obligatory upon the
committee to call the applicant, the eommit-
tee may not do so. and it is altogether desir-
able that the committee should. I suggest to
the member for North Perth that he allow
Subelause (3) to stand as printed, but that
there should be added to it the words “and
may call any other person whe in the opin-
ion of the committee is able to give any
relevant information.” This would be in
accordance with the wish of the member for
North Perth, and at ihe same time would
preserve the provision making it obligatory
upon the committee to eall the applicant. I
have no objection to the idea expressed in
the amendment; in fact, T think it a move
in the right direetion. I oppose the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and negatived.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:; I move

an amendment—

That at the end of Subelause {3) the fol-
lowing words be added:—‘‘and may ecall
upon any other person who in the opinion
of the committee, is able to give any relevant
information.?’

Amendment put the passed.
Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—

That at the end of paragraph (a} of Sub-
elause (5) the following words be added:—
‘““and to any person appearing on search of
the register book at the Land Titles Office
to have any estate or interest in the said
land.”’

By this means any person interested in the
land will receive notice from the Land Titles
Office,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment is really preliminary to others
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to be moved by the member for North
Perth. Y might not take serious objection
to the amendment if it were the only one
of its kind, but there are several others to
be moved and the acceptance of this would
more or less involve the acceptance of the
others. By studying the Bill members will
realise that it already provides many
safeguards and for many authorifies fo be
eonsulted before any land is compulsorily
acquired. The Bill has been so0 framed be-
cause it is considered advisable, in a matter
of this kind, to provide a fair amount of
checking and safety even though in doing
so the machinery provisions of the Bill may
appear to be wide—perhaps unnecessarily
so. If we accept this and the other amend-
ments the Bill, if it becomes an Aect, will
have a tendency to be more or less unwork-
able. There would he an almost endless
number of people to be advised and given
. the right to appeal. It might take a lot of
time before any opbe application conld be
finnlised. For these reasons I propose to
vote against the amendment.

Mr. ABBOIT: I do not think if is neces-
sary for this amendment to be linked with
the remaining ones, This is to give anyone
interested in the land—the registered pro-
ptietor or a lessee—the opportunity of being
heard. The Minister says that great pre-
cautions have been taken to give everyone
interested an opportunity to be heard, but
then he limits the provision to the registered
proprietor. Very often the registered pro-
prietor i1 not even the owner of the land.
The real owner s not to be given an oppor-
tunity to appeal.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—
That paragraph (b) of Subclause (5) be
struck out.
This amendment forms the crux of my
amendments, The Bill gives the registered
proprietor of the land the right to appeal,
but it gives s local authority merely the
right to have any of its objections considered
by the board. Al it ean do is to put ifs
objections, together with reasons, in writing
and send them to the committee. Its redress
is then ended. Loeal authorities are very
interested where land is compulsorily re-
sumed for industrial purposes. If the amend-
ment is carried they will be given the opper-
furity to have their objections considered by
a magistrate, The people who are vastly
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interested in the locality are to be give
no right of appeal. The subsequent amend
ments will have the effect of giving the loce
authorities the same right of appeal s
registered proprietors have, to the magis
trate.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Th
committee to be set up under this Bill wi
consist of the Director of Industrial Develog
ment, the Surveyor General and the Chais
man of the Town Planning Board., It migl
be considered that the Director of Industris
Development would have some bias in th
matter of compulsory acquisition of land fa
industrial purposes. Even if that could b
said of him it could not be said of either ¢
the other two members. The Surveyor Ger
eral would have no bias in that regard, b
might have a bias in the other directio
The Chairman of the Town Planning Boar
would have a hbias in the direction of tk
Town Planning Board’s opinions and in tl
direction of the opinions of the local goverr
ing authorities concerned, if those opinior
were based on good foundations,

Mr. Doney: If that is so you have di
liberately appointed a board that is biase
against you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We hax
deliberately appointed a board that is ne
biased in tke direction of recommending th
acquirement of land for industrial purpose
irrespective of other considerations. If th
board were appointed in such a way the
it would recommend favourably in almo:
every instance. The Government does ne
desire that, but is anxious that this legi.
lation shall be operated along the lines c
obtaining only the land that is considere
desirable from most points of view. I a
positive that any representations made to th
committee by a local governing authorit
would reeceive the uimost consideratior
Under the Bill the registered proprietor o
any land will be able to call witnesses t
support his case. He could eall represent:
tives of the local governing authority, ¢
even of the Town Planning Board. If w
allow the right of appeal to the Town Plar
ning Board and the local anthorities, the
appeals might very well be endless.

«The same objections can be raised her
as are raised on the amendment defeated
moment ago. We must also remember ths
the views and rights of local authorities mus
not always be held to be paramount in
matter of this kind. Loceal authorities migt
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have their own particular reasons for oppos-
ing the acquisition of certain land. If they
had the right of appeal they might
pursue it to the limit of the law with-
out giving any thought to the question
of the State’s industrial development. Their
view would be purely local and paro-
chial. I hope we will not hedge the
method, outlined in the Bill, around with
too many restrictions because, as I said
earlier, the method of investigation and of
arriving at the final deeision, as eontained
in the Bill, is on an extremely eonservative
basis. The Government did it deliberately
because it was anzious that the interests
of everyone concerned should be con-
sidered, and that the person or persons
directly associated with any land recom-
mended to be acquired should have the right
of appeal to a local court.

Mr. Abbott: Not anyone! You have al-
ready objected to the real owner having
the right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
objected to people who have a secondary or
tertiary interest having the right of ap-
peal. If we agreed to that it wounld set up
an impossible position. If such a condi-
tion obtained the intention of legislation
of this deseription might just as well
straightaway be abandoned.

Mr. ABBOTT: The Minister's argument
is very illogical. He says he considers
there should be an impartial tribunal of
inquiry, which he regards as reasonable,
but then he goes on to say that the loeal
authorities shall not have that right. The
Government is rather favourably inclined
to judicial decisions just at this stage. Is
there not a Royal Commission considering
a railway matter? In that instance the
Government is not guided by its experts re-
garding the issue, but is bhaving a public
inquiry. Is it not mauch more important
in a case like that under review at present
that,a local authority should have the ad-
vantage of a judicial inquiry¥

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following results:—

Ayes .. .. . .. 15
Noes .. . .. P
Majority against .. .o 4

[ASSEMBLY.]

AYES

Mr. Abbott My, Perkina

Mrs, Cardell-Qliver Mr, Rend

Mr. Hill Mr. Shearn

Mr. Keenan Mr. Thora

Mr. Leslle Mr. Waltts

Mr. Mann Mr. Willmott

Mr. McLarty Mr. Doney

Mr, North { Teller.)
NoOES.

Mr. Crosa Mr, Panton

Mr, Fox Mr. Smith

Mr, Hawke Mr, Styants

Mr. W, Hegoey Mr, Telfer

Mr. Holman Mr. Triat

Mr, Kelly Mr. Willcock

Mr, Leahy Mr. Wise

Mr. Marshal] Mr. Withers

Mr., Needham Mre. Wilzon

Mr. Nulsen {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clauses 8 and 9—agreed to.

Clause 10—Authority to Governor to re-
sume land for industrial purposes:

Mr. ABBOTT: I move an amendment—

That in lines 6 to & of subparagraph {a)
of paragraph (i) of the proviso the words
‘*and also may inelude such further amount
‘not exceeding ten per centum of the smount
of the said costs and expenses as the Gover-
nor may determine,’’ be struck out.

The paragraph sets out that the purchase
price in connection with the resumption of
land shall inelude all the costs and ex-
penses, inclusive of compensation, the
costs of the transfer and conveyance of the
land, and also will include an additional
amount not exceeding ten per cent. of the
costs and expenses as the Governor may
determine. 1 cannot see why the land
should not be sold at cost, which would in-
clude any expenses incurred.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If my
adviee from the Solicitor General were in
line with the views expressed by the mem-
ber for North Perth, I would unhesitatingly
support the amendment; but the advice I
have received is otherwige. It is necessary
for some provision to be made enabling the
Government to recover the actual expenses
incurred in eonnection with sueh matters,
and the Solicitor General advises that that
would not be possible under the conditions
suggested by the member for North Perth.
The Government will be providing & special
service for persons desirous of acquiring
land for industrial purposes. In the major-
ity of instances, such individuals or com-
panies will be well able and anxious to pay.

Hon. N, Eeenan: Perhaps well able, but
surely not anxious fo pay.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
they will be anxious to pay the costs out-
lined in the clanse. I am prepared to meet
the member for North P’erth by agreeing
to limit the furtber amount of costs to five
per cent. instead of ten per cent., whick I
think would be a reasonable compromise.

Mr. ABBOTT: I ask leave to withdraw
my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. ABBOTT: L move an amendment—
That in line 7 of subparagraph (a) of

paragraph (i) of the proviso the word ‘“ten’?

be struck out and the word *‘five’’ inserted

in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. ABBOTT: Y move an amendment—-
That paragraph (ii) of the provise be
struck out.
The clayse provides that the Government
may sell land at such price and terms as it
thinks fit and then proceeds to set out that
the Governor may grant a lease at such
rent end upon such conditions as he may
deem right. Paragraph (ii) sets out that
where the Governor elects to grant a lease
of land to anyone, the term of the lease and
the rate of rental reserved thereunder “shall
be so fixed that the total rent payable under
the lease during the curreney thereof shall
not be less than the amount of the purchase
price of the land would be if the freehold
estate therein were transferred or conveyed
to the said, person” and further that the
lease may include & provision giving the les-
see an option later to acquire the freehold
estate of that land. No useful purpose
would be served by the inclnsion of para-
graph (ii), seeing that if it is deleted the
clanse will already provide the Governor
with the power to lease under any terms
considered desirable. .

The MINISTER FOR WORES: It
would not be advisable to agree to this
amendment. A lease of such land would
be granted for a long period. It wounld be
most nnfair to give a lease to a party pro-
pesing to establish an industry if the lease
covered a eomparatively few years only. In
fact nobody would want the land. Where
the land is taken for industrial purposes a
permanent industry will be established, and
consequently the term of the lease must be
a long one. So it is necessary to provide
that the term of the lease and the rate of
rental shall be fixed in such a way as to
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enable the Government to receive from thi
lessee an amount not less than would havi
been received had the land been sold on
frechold basis. This part of the Bill aim:
at protecting the person or company taking
the land, because it will ensure the lanc
being made available for a long period.

Amcndment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put anc
passed.

Clause 11—Anuthority to Governor to ac
quire and dedicate land to industrial pur
poses:

Mr, ABBOTT: Two systems are providec
in the Bill for acquiring land for industria
purposes. We have dealt with one. The
second system covers those cases where the
initiative is taken by the Government, and
the Government may act on the recommenda
tion of the committee. No right of appea
is provided for a private owner; nor is he
to be given any notice; nor is the loea
authority to be given any opportunity tc
put its views before the (Government, ]
eannot see the use of the earlier provision!
it the Government is free to follow the
procedure under this eclause. What coulé
happen is that somebody might tell the
Minister he wants land and the Minister coule
say, “I will submit it direet.” Nothing elss
would be necessary. The procedure should
be as if an ‘applieation had been submitte
in writing under the provisions of Clauss
7. I move an amendment—

That a proviso be added ae follows:—

Provided that before making any sucl
rcecommendation the committee shal
cause at least thirty days’ notice in writ
ing of its intention to make suck recom
mendation to be given to the lacal auth:
ority in whose district the land is situati
and to the Town Planning Board ang
to the registered proprietor of the said
land and to any person appearing or
search of the register book in the Lan¢
Titles Office to have any estate or in
terest in the said@ land and thereupor
the provisions of subsection (§) of see
tion seven shall, so far as applicable
apply mutatis mutandis in respect of
such land.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no objection to the principle heing applied
to the land referred to in Subeclause (2)
subject to an amendment. I move—

That the amendment be amended by strik.
ing out the words ‘‘to any person appearing
on search of the register book in the Land
Titles Office to have any estate or interest
in the said land and.?’
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Then the wording will be similar to the
provision in Clause 7 (5).
Mr. ABBOTT: In view of the previous
amendment, I agree with the Minister.
Amendment on amendment put and
passed; amendment, as amended, agreed to.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 12 to 16, Title—agreed to,
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR, WATTS (Katanning) ([812]: I
support the second reading of the Bill. I
would peint out that this is a measure which
at the present time is not inflicting nor can
it inflict any hardship on a mortgagee. This
is a remnant of the Financial Emergency
Act of 1931, and the remnant provides only
for a maximum rate of interest of 5 per
cent. or a 22Y% per cent. reduction on the
rate of interest stated in the mortgage,
whichever is the greater. In consequence,
it will be seen that the continnance of the
Act for g further period is most unlikely in
existing eircumstances to inflict any hard-
ship on any mortgagee. Tt will not restrict
the rights of a mortgagee to proceed in de-
fault of payment. It has none of the atiri-
butes of other legislation which was passed
at or about the same time. At present it is
extremely unlikely that anyone would be
able to invest money on mortgage at more
than 5 per cent., and therefore the mortga-
gee who, prior te the Financial Emergency
Act of 1931, was on an 8 per cent. mortgage,
so far as the Act is concerned, would be
able to claim £6 4s. 6d. per eent.,, and thus
is probably in a more desirable position—if
one regards the position as being desirable—
than he would be were the mortgage entered
into at the present time.

But I question the advisability of limiting
the continuance of the Act to the 30th Sep-
tember next. I am going to ask the Minister
to nccept an amendment fo extend the Act
to the 31st December of next year, and I
shall do so because I kope to convince him
that the request is not unreasonable. "As I
have indicated, the continnanee of this legis.
lation for a further three months will not
hurt the mortgagees—the lenders—whose
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mortgages were dated prior to the 31lst Aug-
ust, 1931, because it does not restrict their
rights when the mortgagor is in default; it
merely restricts the raie of interest. The hon,
gentleman expressed the opinion that it
will be fairly easy to adjust, by the raising
of fresh moneys, such loans as are out-
standing at present to whick the Finanecial
Emergency Act applies. I am in no posi-
tion to prove at this short notice that that
is not so; but I feel in my own mind that
there is very grave doubt whether it is so
or not. I am myself acquainted with a
number of mortgages that were taken out
prior to the 31st August, 1931; and I
doubt, In view of all that has happened
in the meantime—although the interest has
been paid at the reduced rate provided and
the people are still carrying on their varions
avocations—whether it will be easy to
raise money at present rates of interest
prior to the 30th September next,

I have in mind one particular instance
on which I propose to spend a few moments
hecause I think the Minister will see, if
this is not an isolated case—and I have no
proof that it is not—that it would be well
to give the extra period of three months
so that an examination ecould be made of
the position. I say that because I know
perfectly well I can make such inquiries and
give such publicity to the matter as possible
in six months equally as well as in 12; bat
we know it would be very difficult, if it
were found necessary, to pass new legisla-
tion before the 30th September. Hence my
suggestion that the extra three months ean
do no-one any harm and may do a measure
of good. If at the end of the period in
question, I am not able to offer the Minis-
ter other examples than the one in my mind,
I will abandon the argument in regard to
this measure, if he feels disposed not to
renew it any further, But, for the reasons
I have given, I hope he will aceept an
amendment providing for continuance to
the 31st December.

To come back to where I started, the cnse
I have in mind is rather an unfortunate
one, Tt is in respect of a mortgage of over
£12,000 on a farming properiy of approxi-
mately 7,000 acres held by persons who are
undoubted as to their bona fides. If I
were to tell the Minister their names, he
would probably agree, because  he may
know them. The mortgaze was incurred in
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these circumstances: On the death of the
proprietor in 1928, nearly £2,800 was owing
By his will, he directed that certain of his
family were to be granted a legacy of
£1,000 each and that the other two mem-
bers of the family were then to have the
property in their own right. They bor-
rowed £4,000 to pay the legacies after they
had borrowed £2,800 io pay Federal and
State probate and suceession duties. The
Minister will see that the debt was then
in the vicinity of £10,000 as against £2,800
left behind by the original proprietor. Sub-
sequenily, and niost unfortunately, and
just before the passing of the Financial
Emergeney Act, one of the two who be-
came the joint proprietor of the property
died, and a furtker claim was made for
probate and suecession and estate dues. In
consequence, the total liability that had to
be cleared up was approximately £12,000,
and that was raised in one mortgage from a
well-known insurance company. The rate
of interest was fixed at so much per cent.—
from memory, I think it was £6 10s, per
cent,, but I am not certain—plus an in-
crease to be calenlated in proportion to any
increase in income tax that there roight be
on income derived from interest m: mort-

gages.

As everybody knows, very substantial
changes have taken place in the income tax
laws; and, in consequence, were the Finan-
cial Emergency Act not applying to the
property today the rate of interest that
would be chargeable would be in the viein-
ity of eight per cent. under that mortgage.
In addition to that, values of properties
of that type bave very considerably de-
preciated. The operations of the Federal
Sub-Treasury in persisting in making their
valuations on the alleged state of affairs
that existed in Febrnary, 1941, at a time
when there had been virtually no sales in
the immediate past, and under the manage-
ment of valvuers, too, who seem to have
been engaged in & process of deflation and
certainly not reflation or inflation have re-
sulted in the values of this type of pro-
perty being very considerably reduced. ¥
is questionable in my mind whether the
full amount of £12,000 necessary to repay
that debt could be raised. In any event, as
I understand the position, it would have to
be submitted, so great is the amount, to the
Commonwealth Treasury, under National
Security Regulations, hecause one is able
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to raise mortgages only for a very limite
sum under these regulations, without sue
consent, .

In a ease such as that it will be readil
seen that it is not going to be easy to des
with it if the protection afforded by thi
Act is lost, unless we make certain tha
some other means can be found to cope wit
the position, of which I am very doubtful
Otherwise, we are going to inflict conside:
able hardship on people of that kind. Tha
is one case where 1 am fairly intimately ac
quainted with the cireumstances, Ther
are gthers of which I am not without som
knowledge and regarding which I have .
strong suspicion that the same or simila
circumstances apply.

The Premier: You believe, however, tha
the words “and no longer” should in fae
apply at that date?

Mr. WATTS: I think it would be reason
oble on the 3lst December, unless I ca
establish to my satisfaction that it shoul
go on longer. My feeling is that I want t
be certain of what we are deing. I an
not certain tonight. I am putting up
case as I fear it to be. I hope in the nex
few months either to establish to the Minis
ter's satisfaction that it is as I fear, or als
abandon my objection altogether. I ask, i
order that that may be done—and if it i
to be continued further, we may have tim
to pass legislation; and if it is not, we hav
done no harm—that the date, the Jlst Dec
cember, should be inserted rather than th.
date, the 30th September. Were deservin
people who might have lent money in th
position that they were likely to lose it b;
the continuance of this measure, the Minis
ter might have strong arguments agains
those I have nsed. Obvionsly that is no
so, because it is merely 2 question of in
terest not being less than five per cent
Five per cent. today is probably the maxi
mum rate one would be likely to get on :
mortgage of this character, Consequently
there can be mnobody suffering from th
mortgagee’s side as this is a Bill which onl,
concerns interest; but there may be peopl
suffering on the mortgagor’s side and I haw
endeavoured to give one instance where |
am certain that inconvenience at least, i
not suffering, will certainly take place.

The Minister for Lands: What applies t
this will apply to the next Bill, I suppose

Mr. WATTS: I may express some view
on that, too. I am interested in thi
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measure at the present moment, and I think
I can safely say that I am more interested
in this one than in the other.

Mr. Smith: Is not the maximum five per
cent. under this Bill?

Mr. WATTS: No. It is five per cent. or
22 per cent. less than the raie charged in
the mortgage, whichever is the greater.
Thus eight per cent. becomes £6 4s. 6d.;
seven per cent., £5 9s. 6d.; and some rate,
about £6 10s., becomes five per cent., and
it cannot fall any lower. I propose to sup-
port the second reading; but for the reason
I gave, I am going to move the amendment
I mentioned, and I hope the Minister will
give it favourable consideration.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committes,

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—aggeed to,

Clause 2—Continuation of Aect:

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That in line 5 the word ‘‘thirtieth’’ be
struck out and the word ‘‘thirty-first’’ in-
serted in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government has a lot of sympathy with the
proposal, but it is desirous of having this
measure finish next year. I am afraid that
if it is amended in this way it will look as
theugh the Government proposes to econ-
tinue it after next year. I suggest that the
Leader of the Opposition make it the 30th
November, and that would be an indieation
that the Government proposes to finish up
on that date. That would give the Leader
of the Opposition two more months.

Mr. Watts: I will compromise.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will do that, we are prepared
to agree.

Mr. WATTS: I ask leave to withdraw
the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. WATTS: I move an amendment—

That in line 5 the word ‘¢ September’’ be
gtruck out and the word ‘‘November’’ in-
gserted in lieu,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.
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BILL--MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.30]: This
measure was brought down in 1931 to pro-
tect mortgagors. I am glad to know tbat
conditions now permit this Aet to be dis-
pensed with this year. By supporting this
measure we will ensure the end of this legis-
lation by next September. It was striking
to bear, in the Minister's remarks, as to
that part of the Act which provided for the
protection of smaller mortgagees who were
suffering under great hardships and who
could not collect certain cash, that such
people made no ecomplaints. The Minister
announced that though the legislation had
been in force for some time, not one single
application had been recorded to take ad-
ventage of it. If that is so, surely this legis-
lation can be dispensed with now, without
harm to anybody, except that it may eause
some consternation among the larger invest-
ment and trustee companies, which may feel
that it is at present protecting their inter-
ests, I support the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bil}

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Continuanee of Aect:

Mr. WATTS: Consistent with the other
amendment earricd on the former measure,
I move an amendment—

That in line 5 of Suhelanse (2) the word
‘“‘September’’ be struck out and the word
f‘November’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

EILL—GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD),

Touncil’s Message,

Messaze from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 3 and 8
now considered.
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In Committee

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
fur Works in charge of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN: The first of the
amendments insisted on by the Couneil is
as follows:—

No. 3. Clause 5, (1):—Delete the para-
graph (b) of the proviso.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Legislative Conneil has agreed not to press
some of the amendments which it previously
wanted made to the Bill, this Committee
having not agreed to those amendments
However, the Council insists on amendments
No. 3 and 6. Amendment No. 3 has to do
with that part of the Bill which aims at pre-
venting any non-unionist from exercising the
right of appeal under the Bill. There was
considerable debate here on this principle
and I move—

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the Council’s amendment.

Question put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN: The second amend-
ment insisted on by the Council is as fol-
lows;:—- s

No. 6. Clauss 16 (1):—Delete the words
and parentheses ‘¢ (not being a legal practi-
tigner)’’ in lines 32 and 33.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment deals with another matter
that has been fully debated bere, that of the
prohibition in the Bill against legal practi-
tioners appearing before the board as agents
for any employee appellant or employee
recommended for promotion, I move—

That the Agsembly continues to disagree to
the Council’s amendment.

Question put and passed.

Resolutions
adopted.

reporfed and the report

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I move—

That the Couneil be requested to grant a con-
ference on the amendments insisted on by the
Council, and that the managers for the Assem-
bly be the member for Perth, the member for
Williams-Narrogin and the mover.

Question put and passed, and & message
accordingly returned to the Couneil,
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1945-16,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 22nd November; Mr.

Fox in the Chair.

Vote—Adgriculture £142,050 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. PEREKINS (York) [8.40]: I desire
to deal with one or two administrative mat-
ters in the department before tackling
larger questions of poliey. There have been
many complaints from eountry distriets of
sheep-stealing, and a conference reeently
held at Quairading, representative of a large
aren, was attended by a detective member of
the police force. The statement was made
at that conference that the work of the
Police Department and of individuals inter-
ested in combating sheep-stealing in agricul-
tural areas was hampered by lack of copies
of the Brands Register. I understand the re-
gister was last printed in 1926 and that in-
formation as to registered brands can be ob-
tained from the Department of Agriculture
on request, which means some delay. Tt is
desirable that copies of the Brands Register
be made available and I think they should be
available at all police stations and road
board offices. I understand it will cost ap-
proximately £300 to print the register. There
were gomething like 40,000 cattle hrands and
30,000 sheep earmarks on the register. Most
properties will have had brands and ear-
marks registered and it is improbable that
there will be many alterations in future, as
to new registrations. Authenticated caseg of
sheep-stealing have heen reporied, and I
think the Government should co-operate in
the way I have suggested in combating this
danger.

I rvefer next to the Midland Junction abat-
toirs. The Select Committee which reported
on the killing facilities in the State last year
recommended that provision for freezing
should be added at Midland Juneétion as soon
as possible to enable growers, who were not
satisfled with prices received for stoek at
anction, to direct that the stock be killed and
frozen on their behalf, giving them an oppor-
tunity to sell that stock under the Empire
purchase agreement for meat, I am aware
that there are difficulties in the way of the
Government taking early aclion; but T hope
the depariment is keeping this aspeet in
mind heeause since the report of the Select
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Committee was issued, I have had talks with
many interested producers of stock, who
almost all agree that the fluctuation in
prices from sale to sale, and within
each weekly sale, is far greater than
can be accounted for by any difference in
the quality of the stock submitted at the
sales. The provision of freezing facilities
to enable stock to be killed at Midland June-
tion for export would give the producers an
opportunity to have the stock Killed on their
behalf and treated for export at Midland
Junection, if they were not satisfied with the
prices being offered at the auetion in the
yard. In the report of the department, men-
tion is naturally made of many matters. At
page 4 of the report there is reference to
the marketing of the various primary pro-
duets which this State produces.

I desire to refer particularly to wheat.
The State Government only eomes into the
picture, so far ag marketing of wheat at the
present time is concerned, in a limited degree,
It may come into the picture in a much
greater degree at some time not far distant
in the future. If we are to have any stabi-
lisation scheme for the wheat industry
operating in the post-war years, it seems
likely that this Parliament will be ealled on
to pass some supplementary legislation, It is
desirable that great consideration shonld he
giver by Parliament to the general position
of the wheat industry., It is the most im-
portant employing industry in the State,
directly and indireetly. It hag a vital hear-
ing on the financial stability of many publie
utilities. For instance, the Railway Depart-
ment is vitally dependent on supplies for the
industry and the actual wheat itself to main-
tain anything like a state of solvenecy.

It is important to the producers of wheat,
te those who are concerned in the handiing
of wheat, and to all other people in the
State, that the industry should be kept on
a sound footing. At present, I am exceed-
ingly doubtful whether it ean be said that the
industry is on a sound footing. There has
been gome apparent improvement since ihe
pre-war  years., During the peried
from 1930 to 1940 wheat prices
were certainly lower. During the war we
have had the acquisition scheme, which is
administered by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. From the grower’s point of view
that scheme has not been entirely satisfac-
tory. At present, as most members are

[ASSEMBLY.]

doubtless aware, there is a considerable dis-
pute between the growers’ organisations
and the Commonwealth Government as to
the return which the producers have re-
ceived from the wheat delivered during the
war years., As far as one can determine,
the amount in dispute is approximately
£10,000,000. That applies to the Nos. 5, 6
and 7 pools. There is an additional
amount in respect of later pools. The main
difference of opinion is with respect to
wheat which has been used for stock feed.
If the Commonwealth Gos ernment accepted
the contention of the growers’ representa-
tives and paid full export parity for the
quantity of wheat which has heen used for
stock feed and which has been distributed
to stockowners at about 3s. 3d. a bushel,
the No. 5 ponl would realise about 4s. 4d.
per bushel; the No. 6 pool, about 5s. 4d.
per hushel; and the No. 7 pool, ahout 6s. 6d.
per bushel.

Those prices are all f.o.r. ot ports; to
bring them to a siding basis, it would be
necessary to deduet the rail freight, which
in this State averages about 5d. per bushel.
That is a very large sum of money for the
industry to be standing out of, and it must
have a vital effect on the prosperity of the
State. It is a matter that affects the State
Government indirectly, in that the State
Government—as well as the State generally
—will receive considerable benefits if the
wheatgrowers in Western Australia get
their full share of the £10,000,000 that is
outstanding. When it comes to a question
of stabilising the industry in the future,
the State Government will have more than
an indirect interost; it will have a direct
interest, as it will be called upon to formu-
late certain plans and probably pass legisia-
tion to enable the stabilisation plan te fune-
tion. In the period from 1930 to 1940, the
wheat indusiry received something nnder
£15,000,000 during five of those years; the
average being about £3,000,000 a yesr. At
the end of the period, the flour tax legisla-
tion was passed, That brings in about
£3,500,000, when cxport wheat is 2s. 7d.
per bushel at Williamstewn. This was ap-
proximately the price obtained in the lower-
price years.

Members will realise that during the
period from 1930 to 1940¢, had the flour tax
legislation been operating from the begin-
ning of the period, the wheat industry
would have received considerably more
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benefit from that legislation than it did
receive by way of bounty. direct from the
Commonwealth revenue. I make that state-
ment in order to correct a rather wide-
spread impression which is held, particu-
larly in the eity, that during the depression
period the rest of the community was called
upon to subsidise the wheat industry in
some degree. Actually, had the community
during that peried from 1930 to 1940, paid
the Australian priee for its flour, which it
has been called upon to do since the intro-
duction of the flour tax legislation in 1938,
the wheat industry would have received
more under that legislation than it actually
did receive by way of bounty from the Com-
monwealth. Since the introduction of the
flour tax, the Commonwealth wheat acquisi-
tion scheme has been brought into being,
and the world’s wheat pozition has altered.
Export wheat prices have risen consider-
ably, until at the present day the export
value of Australian wheat f.o.r., Fremantle,
is 9s. 6d. per bushel. The increase has been
a stendy one. At present, the consumers of
products of the wheat industry in Austra-
lia are receiving a substantial direct bene-
fit from the flonr tax legislation, or by
virtne of the policy set out in that legisla-
tion, as they are still only paying the same
price for their bread as they paid for it
in the depression years, when the export
price of wheat, f.0.r.,, Fremantle, was down
as low as 2s. 3d., 24. 4d. and 23 6d. per
bushel.

Figures extracted showing the effect of
the flour tax legislation on the industry
and on the econsumers of Australia, indicate
that, owing to that legislation, since the ex-

port price of wheat rose to the figure of '

5s. 2d. at Williamstown—on which Bgure
the flour tax is based—the industry bhas
paid more back to the consumers of Aus-
tralia than it has received in benefits since
the introduetion of the flour tax legislation.
The sum which the wheatgrowers of Auns-
tralia have recouped to the flour consumers
of Australia under that legislation now
amounts to approximately £500,000 in ex-
cess of the benefits received. That is the
position at the moment. I now come to the
position ag it affects the State Govern-
ment partieularly. The organised wheat-
growers of Australia desire that the wide
fluetuation in the value of primary products,
particularly wheat, shonld be avoided in
the future, if it is possible to do so. That
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is why they ask for a stabilisation plar
If that objective is to be attained, it wil
require some action on the part of th
State Government. The Constitution wil
not permit of the Commonwealth Govern
ment attaining suek an objective withou
the co-operation of the State Government

I have given that background of th
wheat industry so that we can form an esti
mate of what we should aim at under
stabilisation scheme. The position will b
different for the next few years, apparent
ly, as export prices will be high. I woul
like some diseussien fo take place in Pax
liament as to the form that stabilisatip:
scheme may take. We lhave the objeetiv
clearly set cut by the organised grower
of Australia, They desire the price to b
stabilised and state they desire a return o
at least the cost of production. That cos
has been arrived at by the two grower:
organisations in thig State after very care
ful inquiry.  The P.P.A. arrived at th
figure of 5s. 5d. per bushel at sidings. Th
figure arrived at by the Wheatgrowers
Tnion is a little over 2d. higher; it amount
to nearly 5s. 8d. per bushel. It look
as if the minimum figure that should b
aimed at should be not less than 5s. 6d
per bushel. I have no doubt that variou
suggestions will be made by the Common
wealth authorities when they come to con
sider this question in collaboration with th
States,

I hope that the State Government, as ad
vised no doubt by ifs Department of Agri
eolture, will stand fast to secure at least thi
minimum figure that I have set out. If th
growers are not going to obtain that aver
age cost of production, then approximatel;
balf of them will receive something less tha:
fair wages for their labour and fair interes
on their capital invested, If the figure i
much below that a greater proportion o
growers will receive less than a fair retur
for their lahour and a fair return on th
capital they bave invested. At this stag
we can only guess at what proposals wil
be put forward by the Commonwealth Gov
ernment.

Mr. North:
price control,

Mr. PERKINS: That is the position a
it exists at present. There are man
rumours as to what proposals will be pu
up by the Commonwealth Government, by
I understand that, in the not distant futur

Your figures are based o
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it will be holding a conference with repre-
sentatives of the Australian Wheatgrowers’
Federation, when it is expeeted that some
concrete plan will be put forward. Bui it
seems to be anticipated hy everyone that no
matter what plan is prepared it will be
necessary to seek the co-operation of the
States. I know that the great majority of
organised wheatgrowers desire a satisfactory
stabilisation plan, if one can he established.
No conercte plan for the future stabilisa-
tion of wheat has been set out yet,

Various suggestions, such as I have made
here, have been put forward as to the basie
principles with which such a plan should
comply, but recently a plan has been formu-
lated in conneetion with another section of
our primary industries, namely, the wool
industry, Under that plan the woolgrowers
are to receive a certain minimum price which,
I think, the majority of prowers counsider to
be a reasonable and payable one in the eir-
cumstanees existing. The plan further sets
out that after the wool has been appraised,
based on this minimum price arrived at by
agrecment between the Commonwealth and
the Empire countries, anything that the
wool can be sold for over and above that
price will be regarded as profit and returned
to the grower. 1 submit that that is a
scheme that has becn accepted as reason-
ably satisfactory by the growers and,
apparently, the Commonwealth Government
regards it as reasonably satisfactory. The
wheatgrowers are entitled to ask that the
same principles shall be applied to their
industry. Some rumours of the plans that
the Commonwealth Government has been
preparing indicate that such proposals, in
regard to wheat, are not on sll fours with
the plan dealing with wool.

The Minister for Agriculture: Dame
Rumour is a lying jade!
Mr. PERKINS: That may be, but a

rumour is often an indication of things to
come, I, who represent many wheat-
growers, am taking this epportuntity to set
out some of the basic principles and asking
that the State Department of Agriculture
shall inform itself of the actual faects.
The Minister will be in a much better posi-
tion if he is called into consullation with the
Department of Commerce if he is au fait
with all phases of the industry in this State.
I make the point that those engaged in the
wheat industry expect at least equal treaf-
ment to what the wool industry is receiving.
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If a plan for the stabilisation of the wheat
industry, on all fours with that of the wool
industry, were established, it would provide
that a guaranteed price of not less than the
cost of production, which the growers’
organisations have estimated at about 5s. Gd.
per bushel, should be fixed. Our Govern-
ment should be prepared to ensure that for
the wheat prodoced in Australia irrespee-
tive of what the export parity of wheat
may be.
Mr. Triat: What about oversea prices?

Mr. PERKINS: If the plan is on all
fours with the wool industry the growers
will be entitled to receive full export parity
for all the wheat over and above that needed
for human home consumption.

Mr. Triat: Australia ean compete in the
waol market, but not in the wheat market.

Mr. PERKINS: If that statement is cor-
rect the growers should receive even more
favourabie treatment. If the growers can
receive that treatment they will be reason-
ably well satisfied, and will be considerably
better treated than they were in the period
from 1930 onwards, of which I have im-
mediate knowledge.

Mr. Triat: They bave had good treatment
since 1340,

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know that the
wheatgrowers have. We certainly have not
received treatment that fits in with the prin-
ciples I have just enunciated. From 1940 on.
wards the wheat industry has been called
on to subsidise the production of various
forms of meat. The preseni position in re-
gord to the No. 5 pool is that the deficiency
on the wheat sold for stock feed—that has
been paid for at 3s. 9d. per bushe!, being
3s. 3d., cost to the pig feeder, and 6d, from
the Commonwealth Government—amounted
to £503,000. The increase necessary to bring
breakfast food and power-aleohol wheat up
to export parity at the time that the wheat
wag actually sold will, for that pool, amount
to £37,000, In the case of the No. 6 pool
the figure is £4,030,331., That is the defi-
cieney on stock feed at the figure I have
already quoted. The sum required to bring
breakfast food and power-aleahol wheat up
to export parity is £377,335. The fizures
tor the No. 7 pool are £8,875431 and
£3578,480 outstanding.

There is also an amount of wheat that
went to New Zealand, and the total figures
outstanding on the various pools are
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£615,000 on No. 5 pool; £2,381,000 on No.
G and £6,700,000 on No. 7. That is the
money which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wifl have to make up to bring the
price of stock feed and ofher concessional
wheat up to export parity at the time the
wheat was actually sold, after allowing for
subsidies already paid by the Treasury.
Arguments have been advanced that the
growers were jolly lucky to receive the price
that they did seeing that the market was so
depressed when they sold their wheat! That
argument would be all right had the
wheat been paid for at the time it was sold
by the Commonwealth Government, but it
was not. It was put into store and has
been paid for as it has been sold. All stor-
age charges have been paid by the growers
and any money which was advanced by the
Commonwealth Bank to the Wheat Board in
order to make the advances has carried the
cutrent rate of interest. So we have arrived
at the position that the growers have had
their wheat acquired, they have paid the
storage charges and the interest on the
money advanced, and tbey now expecet to
receive the full value of the wheat when it
is sold. The Commonwealth Government
cannot have it both ways.

I think the member for Mt. Magnet is in
crror in saying that the growers have re-
ceived reasonable treatment since 1940. I
will only agree that they have received
reasonable treatment since 1940 if the Com-
monwealth Government makes the return
for wheat that has been consumed as stock
feed, breakfast foods and sent to New Zea-
land, at a concessional priee, up to export
parity; wp to the figure at which that
wheat could have been sold oversea if it
had not heen used for these other purposes.
That is the position as we see it at the
moment and that is why I am speaking to-
night in an endeavour to lay down certain
prineiples with which any future stabilisa-
tion plan must eomply if it is to be satisfae.
tory to the growers. I do not want to see
ihe sama treatment meted out to the growers
in any future stabilisation plan as they have
received under the Wheat Acquisition Plan
as administered by the present Common-
wealth Government. It is for that reason
I make these remarks tonight. T hope the
State Government and the State Department
of Agriculture will make careful inguiries
into the position so that if the Government
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ig asked by the Commonwealth authoritie
to eo-operate in any stabilisation scheme fo
the wheat industry, it will see that the in
dustry is not treated any worse than th
wool industry has been treated.

I repeat that the basic principle in regar
lo the wool industry is that under the pla
the growers are receiving a guaranteed pric
for their product, and anything over aw
above that basic guaranteed minimum prie
for which the wool can be sold, is returne
to the growers. If the same principle is agp
plied to the wheat industry, the minimur
guaranteed price will be at least the cos
of production, plus whatever the wheat real
ises on the oversea export market. If an
of the wheat is used in Australia other tha
for human consumptior, which is provide
for under the flour tax legislation, the grow
ers recelve no hounty on it, but that shoul
be paid for at the export parity price. Th
responsibility for making up the differenc
on any concessional wheat is on the whol
of the people, becanse the wheatgrowe
should not be ealled upon to subsidise thos
other users of wheat. Whatever stabilis:
tion plan we have in future, I think th
growers will agree to carry on the whes
licensing eontrol legislation, If in futwr
we have a period of low export prices an
expori parity comes below the home cor
sumption price of flonr within Australia,
will not be possible {o handle an unlimite
quantity of wheat and meet the guarantee
price on it. We should then restriet the pre
duction of all growers.

If that eourse is not taken and it is a
tempted to maintain a high fixed price witl
in Australia, irrespective of what is happer
ing on the export market, though a [arg
stabilisation fund is built up, it is pussib
that so many people would go into whe
production and such a volume of wheat t
produced as would break any such fund.
think most growers will agree that the licen
ing control legislation should be carried ¢
to guard against that contingency. I hojy
the State Government and the Departmel
of Agriculture will seriously econsider th:
question, because the welfare and econon
of this State are built more on the stabilii
of the wheat industry than on that of ar
other single industry.
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MR. MANN (Beverley) [9.20]: I wish
to compliment the member for York on his
splendid review of the wheat industry. No
man in this Chamber knows more than he
about it.

The Minister for Works: What is this
build-up for?

Mr. MANN: So often in this Chamber
we criticise and condemn, but when we
have an enlightened man who ean help the
Government, and particularly the Minister
for Agrieulture, I appreciate his ability.

The Minister for Works: There is some-
thing deep in all this.

Mr. MANN: The sincerity on this side
's always evident. I hope the Minister has
learned a lot about the wheat industry.
Assuming his position without any previous
expericnee of the indusiry, he has a lot
‘o learn, I say that in a kindly way, beeaunse
t is no easy job. We will assist the Minis-
:er as far as we can with the burden that
1e must ecarry.

Mr. Triat: Then give bim the benefit
f some of your wisdom relating to wheat.

Mr. MANN: Not being a wheat man, I
:annot. Keference was made to the posi-
ion of the meat industry, and from now
n we will have a large number of fat
heep going to the Midland market. The
didland market has remained reasonably
irm, owing to the shortage of trucks but,
vhen the wheat traffic is finished, troeks
vill be available and there will be up to
8,000 or 20,000 sheep at Midland, with
he result that the market will fall rapidly.

can assure the people of the metropolitan
irea that though there is a fall of 7s. in
he price at Midland today, they will get
10 benefit from it. I think the Govern-
1ent ‘would be wise to instal refrigeration
o handie the mutton that will be coming in.
'he meat available will not be of the type
or dehydration, but of excellent quality.
Vhat are the objections to exporting ewe
nd wether mutton ? Is it the gland trouble?
'his gland is supposed to have some effect
n the sheep, yet the people of Australia
onsume that mutton and remain healthy.
€ there is any danger of decay where that
land is, it ean be removed from the lambs
‘hen they are slaughtered. An ineision
tn be made and the gland removed, and
1e chilling seals up the inecision well.

If the people in the British Isles are
:arving at present for fats, why is not
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some move made to handle this meat? Two
large refrigerated cargo ships recently pass-
ed through Fremantle with not an ounce
of frozen goods aboard for oversea, as the
Minister knows. I sometimes doubt
whether Australia is very keen on supply-
ing the hungry people oversea with food.
We are not meeting our commitments with
U.N.R.R.A. or in the matter of Teeding the
starving people abroad. We live in one of
the most marvellous parts of the world,
and I assure members that with the ecol-
lapse of Huropean ecconomie c¢onditions
this ecountry of ours will feel the effects
of the rebound. We will wake up to find
that we have been living in a fool’s para-
dise, thinking that whatever happened else-
where we could not be affected. We are
producing foodstuffs here in plenty while
people in Europe are starving for fats. We
can see fruit rotting on the ground and
yet ships are leaving our shores en
route to Kurope, where the people ave
starving, with their holds almost empty or
foodstuffs that we could supply. Apparent-
ly there iz no definite attempt to deal with
the problem. As to the muiton position
there has been g large aceumulation of full-
mouth wethers and ewes on the aged side
and that has applied throughout the Com-
monwealth.

Most people are not satisfied to eat any-
thing but the best of lamb, but I ecan
assure members that on the tables of the
majority of the farmers will not be found
young lamb, but mutten from full-grown
sheep. City people bave an idea that the

country folk live on the choicest
young mutton, but it is not so.
I would like to see the situation

tackled and a more orderly distribution of
mutton arrived at. As a matter of fact,
the export season is about finished for fat
lambs and I advise the Government to go
into the question while it is appropriale.
I think that now is the time for it to be
done, because in a month or two there may
be an acute shortage of meat in this State,
The butcher may have bheen able to buy at
high prices, possibly eeiling prices, but I
can assure the Committee that during the
period of extremely low values he made
more money than did any others connected
with the industry. The hutcher has gained
becanse, under the National Seeurity Re-
gulations, no deliveries were permitted, and
that enabled him to make tremendous pro-
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fts. I certainly advise the Government to
ge into this matter with great care.

Mr. Cross: The people did not like frozen
mutton.

Mr. MANN: I can assure the member for
Cannmg that, generally speaking, the
people will have to accept worse than that
if we have another hard. year. We know
- that in the past they had to take dehyd-
rated mutton, which should never have heen
sold to the public. There is no doubt that
someone got a very considerable rake-off
from that part of the business. Now I
want to touch on the pig. industry. No part
of the world is more capable of producing
a good quality type of piz than is Austra-
lia with its favourable climatic eonditions.
T recently attended a conferenee, the abject
of which was to ascertain what could be
done to stabilise {he industry, TUnless
the situation is earefulty handled there will
be a complete collapse in that respect. The
pig industry is a dangerous, or at any rate a
peculiar, one to handle. It is subject to dis-
eases that can quite easily wipe out whole
herds. We know what happened with regard
to the outbreak of swine fever a few years
ago. I would like to see the pig-raising in-
dustry stabilised 25 much as possible on a
quality ba~is, with fair prices to bisth pro-
ducer and consumer.

The positicn in Canada today wilh its ex-
tremely cold climate is interesting. The ex-
ports this year represented 12,000,000 car-
cases, the equivalent of £70,000,000 in velue,
and by comparison with those figures
members can appreciate how small the Aus-
tralian export trade in that eommodity has
been. On the trip to the Eastern States I
discussed the matter with other pig breeders
who are operating on a fairly large seale,
and when in Melbourne we had a deputation
to the Director of Agriculture. I have re-
turned fully convinced that the knowledge
possessed by the Commonwealth Ministers
and the Director of Agrieulture regarding
the situation in Western Australia, is fright-
fully vague. I was astounded to realise what
the position really is. I understand that
on an Australia-wide bhasis 30,000,000
bushels of wheat will be available
this year for the feeding of pigs and pouliry.

The Minister for Worke: Oh!

Mr. MANN: New Zealand will be
a large buyer of our wheat and any quan-
tity that can be made available for export
will find a ready market there. The maximum
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quantity fixed for the export of pi
meats oversea is 30,000 tonms, an
our home consumption is 60,000 tor
annually. The part that rather frighten
me is the searcity there may be of feet
‘While Europe is not a muiton-eatin
section of the world the people are larg
consumers of pork and pork foodstuff
Therein is an opportunity for us to expan
our trade, because with the shortage of fa
and meat generally, our pork will be th
more palatable to them and ecertainly mot
favoured for human consumption than, fc
instance, is mutton. AsImentioned previou:
ly our export quota has been fixed ai 30,00
tons. In my opinion there will be an acnt
shortage of pigs in Australia mainly beeaus
of the hard dry conditions that have ol
tained in South Australia and the norther
portions of Victoria. The herds have bee
considerably reduced owing to those advers
conditions, and that points to the fact the
we have been fortunate in Western Australi
in that we have net suffered similarly., Th
requirements of the pig industry have bee
fully supplied in this State.

The Minister for Lands: Where have it
pigs got to? I bave not had pork for
long time.

Mr. MANN: That draws atientio
to an interesting feature. If an opportw
ity were taken to secure stabilisation of tl
industry, the Minister for Lands, who I kno
enjoys his pork—

The Minister for Lands: Too right, T de

Mr. MANN: He enjoys his porl
whereas that food is decried by certai
people in the world, of which he is certainl
not one.

Mr. Leslie: He has not the right nose.

Mr. MANN: TIf the industry wer
stabilised, he would have every opportunit
to enjoy his pork whenever he desired.

Mr. Triat: He could not afford to pay tl
price now demanded for pork.

Mr. MANN: I am concerned abou
the position of .the industry, because il ce
tainly requires stabilisation. On the oth
hand, we had it from the Director of Agr
eulture that the Commonweslth Governme
has ne intention of commereialising the i
dustry or of assisting it on a commerei
basis. In other words, the industry mu
stand or fall by its own efforts. The questic
arises as to what will be the cost of whe:
and barley to the pig rrodueers. T agr
with the contention of the member £
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York. Why should the wheaigrower he
forced to subsidise the poultrymen and pig
raisers? Why should the wheatgrower be
foreed, in effect, to subsidise the provi-
sion of breakfast foods for the people. It
is all wrong. The wheat producer is en-
titled to world parity prices for his commo-
dity, and certainly should not be called
upon to make sacrifices for the subsidising
of other industries,

Mr. Triat: The pig breeder can afford to
pay.

Mr. MANN: That raises the ques-
tion of the basis of costs, which are certainly
heavy in eonnection with pig-raising.

The Minister for Lands: So is the cost of
a pork chop, when you can buy one,

Mr. MANN: Why should the wheat
industry be required to foster other
industries by supplying their requirements?
If the Government is concerned abount that
phase, it should take action. I believe that
if we were able to export large quantities
of pigs the work ereated in Ausiralia in con-
nection with the breeding, feeding, slaugh-
tering and curing would fully eompensate
the Commonwealth., It would prove more
remunerative than the export of wheat over-
sea. We know there is a demand oversea
for wheat in order to secure pollard and bran
supplies. I would like Australia to take the
stand that ghe would export a proportion of
flour as well as grain. We Lknow
that the demand has grown for
export flour much more than for pig
meats. I hope that the position generally
will be dealt with so that it can be ap-
preciably improved. No doubt the States
will be requested to pass uniform legislation
with the object of stabilising the industry.

At the conference I attended in Mel-
bourne an agrecement was rveached to the ef-
fect that that course should be adopted. I
want to touch next upon one commodity
that will be in short supply throughout the
Commonwealth. I refer to chaff. In that
respect I want to draw attention to the posi-
tion of the farmer who will not cut hay but
will harvest his erop. I will instance my
>wn case. We cut 100 tons this year and
a certain firm in this State bought hay
inder Government-controlled conditions and
zot a profit through the handling of the
chaff. A cutter came in and eut 60 or 70
ons of chaff, which was prime. That chaff
was left lying in the open and six inches
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of rain fell on it. The echaff was
without protection against the weather.
Some of the Tbags votted through
and are still there. The chaff was
destroyed and a great portion of the stack
was destroyed and I received no compensa-
tion for it at all. I have lost easily £100
on the deal. Every farmer who sold his
chaft there is losing as much as £200. I
will be sufficiently charitable not te mention
the name of the firm concerned, but there
is one firm that has paid compensation on
chaff and thai is Sainsbury & Co. The
firm I dealt with bought the hey, some in
the stook and some in the stack, and pro-
mised to have it chaffed by January or
February., Time went on and the hay was
not touched and the damage took place.
If an inquiry by Royal Commission or
Select Committee is warranted on any sub-
jeet, it is on the whole ramifications of the
chaff business.

Mr. Doney: Were there any firms other
than Sainsbury & Co. that paid compensa-
tion?

Mr. MANN: I understand that Sainshury
& Co. was the only one.  Others denied
liability. For years the chaff business in
this State has been a racket from start to
finish. I woul@ never agree to cut an ounce
of ¢haff again and I would not care whether
stock was starving or not,

The Premier: Are not there some new
firms, too?

Mr. MANN: This happened with quite a
new firm and it had quite a long brand,
too.  Before the session finishes, I shall
probably move for the appointment of a
Select Committee to investigate the chaff
position.

Mr. Cross: What, another Select Com-
mittee!

Mr. MANN: The appointment of a Sclect
Committee would be justified. An appeal
was made to farmers in this State to pro-
vide chaff for starving stock, not only here,
but also in the Eastern States. The quan-
tity of chaff shipped from Western Aus-
tralia to save starving stoek in the Eastern
States was 30,000 tons, baut there is no in-
ducement for any farmer to cut chaff again.
The merchant buys on an assured profit.
The Prices Commisgioner increased the price
of chaff in about October by £1 per ton and
the merechant who had 1,000 tons got a rake-
off of £1,000.
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The Minister for Lands: Why do not yon
form a co-operative society?

Mr, Cross: What about Westralian
Furmers, Ltd.?

Mr. MANN: I do not propose to disecuss
Waestralian Farmers, Ltd. or any ofher
organisation. ‘The chaff business is one that
must be investigated because snpplies here
will be short and in the Eastern States they
will be extremely short. If we should ex-
perience a lean season, we shall be in for a
very bad time. Before the session ends, 1
shall probably ask for a Select Committee
hecause I believe that a perfect ramp is go-
ing on for which the taxpayer has to pay.
The chaff was bought at a price guaranteed
by the Commonwealth, and I know that han-
dreds of tons of chaff have been damaged
or that bales of hay have been left to rot.
This damaged hay and chaff has had to be
thrown out and the faxpayers have had to
bear the eost.

. I am pleased to hear that & new labora-
tory is being built. One of the most serious
problems affecting a large portion of the
State is sterility in ewes. A total of
2,000,000 sheep is involved, Years ago T
imporied 400 stud ewes from the Lastern
States, but we have had to sell all onr ewes
on the fat stock market or as stores, Some
of the prominent breeders in the Great
Southern, including the Bungaree and other
strains have had their studs ruined. By
topdressing we have improved our proper-
Llies but we have reduced our Merino breeds.
Farmers in the whole of my area have now
to buy from Bruce Rock, Quairading and
suchlike plaees, and cannot get other than
& full-mouth ewe with a chance of two lambs.
This trouble affects not only the sheep
brought to the district but alse their pro-
geny and is a most serious matier,

I hope something will be done to-secure
more veterinary surgeons for this State.
Recently the department lost one of its
veterinary surgeons who has gone into pri-
vate practice. There is a shortage of
students emerging from the Sydney Univer-
sity, and presently there is a danger of our
being faced with the diffienlty of having no
veterinary surgeons at all. Part of the
trouble is that some of our highly qualified
men receive a salary of oaly £390 a year,
which is a paltry som. If any inducement
were offered to those experts to go elsewhere,
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my adviee to them would be to go where the
money is offering, We pay a slaughterman
at Midland Junetion, a youth of 17 possess-
ing very little skill, £16 a week and similarly
high pay is available to miners, Yet we ex-
pect a man who has had to study at a uni-
versity for five years to work for a paltry
£330, Dr. Bennetts has solved the braxy-
like and toxic trombles and has saved the
State hundreds of thousands of pounds.
Dr. TUnderwood, the nutrition expert, has
also done very valuable work, but these men
cannot carry on successfully beeause they
have insufficient help.

The Committee should realise that farm-
ing is no longer in the period when
those engaged in it were regarded as
hay seeds wearing whiskers on their
faces and corks avound their hats.
Farming today is a highly technical
Job, elthough those engaged in it have to
work 16 or 17 hours a day in the busy
period, and I believe that science will play
a yet bigger part in assisting this industry.
The veterinary section of research work is
probably' the most important of all, and
unless we have highly qualified men to ad-
vise our farmers, we shall meet trouble. 1
wonld litke the Minister to tell us what
chance there is of getting more veterinary
surgeons for this State, If Ausiralia cannot
supply them, can they be obtained from the
British Isles or Americn? Perhaps the Min-
ister does not regard the lack of veterinary
surgeons as being serious.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are pro-
viding for trainees alrcady,

Mr. MANN: But during the training
period, could not the Minister get some men
from abroad? Otherwise we shall be con-
fronted with still more problems. I shall
histen to the Minister’s reply with interest.
I hope he will also make a statement as to
the possible price for wheat.

The Premier: Which one?

Mr. MANN: No doubt the Premier will
be generous enough to say a few words on
these Estimates. The farmers are anxious
to know what priee they are likely to get
for the current season’s wheat. I could
make a fair guess at it, but I shall keep my
opinion to myself. I think when the price
is known, the farmers will get a shock, and
not a pleasant one at that.

The Premier: It will be all right,
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Mr. MANN: There is slight comfort in
that remark, but I would like the Pre-
mier, who is au fait with the position,
to make a statement. Nothing is more
irritating to the farmer than, after having
devoted a long year of toil to growing and
harvesting a erop, to have no idea what price
he is to receive.

Mr. Doney: Do you think the Premier
knows?

Mr. MANN: I have an idea that he does
and, if he wonld make a statement, it would
probably set the minds of the farmers at
ease.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [9.45]:
Before I proceed to deal with the Estimates,
I am pleased to be able to inform the Minis-
ter and the Committee that in the district
I represent we have once again this
year a very satisfactory season. This
remark applies particularly to the east-
ern and northern portions of my elec-
torate, an area which at one time was almost
regarded as a forgotten land and its in-
babitants as a forgotten people.” In the
more southerly and easterly portions of my
‘electorate the prospects are not as good as
we anticipated at first. I am afraid the re-
sults there may be somewhat helow the nor-
mal production. Sensonal conditions are of
course responsible for that position. In ad-
dition many farmers were unable to get on
with their seasonal programme owing to the
lack of adequate farm machinery and trac-
tive power. I take the opportunity to say
“Thank you” to the Minister for his cour-
tesy in paying a rather extended visit—ns
Minister in charge of another department,
certainly—to my electorate. I hope that his
visit was both instruetive and informative
to him. He saw the district at a time when
it was about at its best. It is rather appro-
priate that the Department of Education
and the Department of Agriculture are both
under the one head.

The Premier: There is nothing new in
that.

Mr. MeDonald: School bags and wheat
bags!

Mr. LESLIE: Tt is new so far as my as-
sociation with Parliament is concerned.

The Premier: I had the two departments
for six years.

Mr. LESLIE: It was before I became a
member of Parliament. That is probably
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why the Agricultural Department pro-
gressed to its high standard.

The Premier: 1 had the Police Depart-
ment also.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not know that that
benefited the other departments very much.

Mr. Seward: It lowered them!

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. I hope that as a re-
sult of the bringing together of these two
departments under the one head, we will
have an extension of education into the
needs of the agricultural industry and into
the importance of agriculture in the State's
cconomy. That is why T say the two de-
partments are properly associated. The
member for York mentioned the difficulties
experienced in tbe administration of the
Brands Act in conmection with sheep-steal-
ing. 1 am not prepared to say that the
losses which farmers are suffering are due
entirely to deliberate stealing, as we under-
stand stealing. I received several reports of
these losses and made some investigations in-
to them. As 1 was making inquiries, I received
a letter from Mr, G. H. Herbert, a highly
respected and well-known farmer in the
Nungarin district. He also had devoted
some atiention to the problem, as he was
involved in it personally. Although his
letter is rather lengthy, 1 make no apology
for reading it to the Committee, as I wish it
to go on record. In that way it will he
more readily available to those concerned
with finding a remedy for the position. Mr.
Herbert's letter reads:—

Sheep losses are being reported over widely
scattered parts of the agricultural areas. Some
of these losses are attributed to deliberate
sheep-stealing ; a few may be so, but other con-
ditions are the principal causes of these reports.

Police officers have been sent to investigate
these reports. Their hands are tied by . the
following facts:—That the Brands Act is not,
and in some cases cannot, be complied with;
that the Stock and Droving Aects do not, or
are not applied; that dependence on & wool
brand for identification is illusory under the
conditions obtaining in those areas; that many
floecks contain sheep with various earmarks as
well as those with full ears; that in these areas
wool brands rapidly become illegible and ulti-
mately umidentifiable, and neither the farmer
nor the investigating officer can be certain of
identification. Investigators are further handi-
capped by the fact that a number of sheep-
ownerg even in the older sheep areas, on well-
fenced properties do not earmark their sheep,
being weil satisfied that a wool brand will pro-
tect them and knowing that is all that is re.
quired by stock agents and dealers, These
clean-eared sheep are seld, go on to other farms,
and ultimately some are lost or stolen, the
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wool brand hag lost its legibility, some are
found, and who is to say who is the real ownerf

Another snag is the faet that sheep are
bought and sold without any document being
given deseribing wool brands or earmarks.
iSheep are transported by road, rail and road
vehicles to country and metropolitan saleyards,
sold under the hammer or by private treaty, and
no description of them as travelling stock or
stock sold is supplied by the vendors or re-
quired by the buyers, an impossible position for
the investigating officer, as well as for the
people directly concerned in the problem.

In the eastern wheat belt at the moment
there is a spate of reported shortages. TFew,
if any, will be found to be the result of de-
liberate theft, Organised sheep-stealing as
experienced in the Eastern States bas not yet
arrived in the West, although undoubtedly
sporadie¢ depredations have been committed.

The position e¢an only be improved by en-
forcing the Brands Act and by compelling
every stock agent, dealer or private persom,
selling or buying sheep to give and receive a
waybill covering a complete deseription, in-
cluding woolbrands and earmarks on the stock
coneerned, If all sheep, other than those
described as lambs, suckers and weaners sold
direet for slaughter, were refused ncceptance for
sale unless earrying both wool brand and ear-
merk, we would be a long way towards & more
sahafactory state of affairse in the industry.
This alone would very materially elose the dis-
posal avenue of sheep thieves. It would also
make it at least posgible for agrieultural buyers
of sheep to identify or establish ownership
with a greater degree of certainty.

As the Act stands today, it is out of date
and utterly incapable of providing the actual
requirements of our expanding industry, and
a revigion is mecessary. The earmarks available
are grouped under a schedule, which limita the
application of a certain group of marks. The
Aect is primarily designed to make a duplica-
tion imposasible. The aectual operation of this
system was probably quite satisfactory when
new applications for registration were few and
scattered over the State.

In an area new in itself, and new in sheep-
owners, the regulations confine this new group
to s series of earmarks in a given category.

The actual result ig that similarity in adja-
cent flocks is inevitable. To modernige and pro-
vide for new sheep breeders’ requirements, the
State should be re-zoned with a view to per-
mitting duplication of earmarks, remembering
that Western Australia covers a large portion
of our continent.

The Department of Agricolture and Parlia-
ment should take this matter up immediately,
if only for the protection_and pence of mind
of those optimists who are again producing
wealth from those marginel lands which have
become to the State and the nation a white
elephant.

That letter., hecause it amply eovers the
ground and deals coneisely with the sub-
jeet, T commend it to the attention of the
Minister and his departmental officers. T
endorse Mr. Herbert’s remark that an
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overhaul of the Brands Act and a deter-
mined attempt to see that its provisions
are carried out are necessary at the present
stage.

I want now to refer to one or two matters
in the Estimates submitted by the Minister.
To start with, the Minister and the Gov-
ernment are to be commended on the fact
that the salaries of professional and tech-
nieal officers and cadets show a substantial
increase over last year. With regard to
professional and technical officers, I sug-
gest there should be an extension of experi-
mental work and a re-introduction of the
system which applied before the war of
experimental work on some farms.

Mr, Needham ecalled attention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. LESLIE: Prior to that mild inter-
ruption, I was making an appeal to the
Minister to extend the experimental work
which is earried out on selected farms in
various distriets throughout the State. T
know from experience that it is diffieult
to induce farmers, who are practical-minded
men, to adopt practices and ideas, unless
it has been shown definitely fo them that
those ideas and practices are of a praeti-
eal nature. I believe that improvements
in farming operations can best be achieved
by experimental work successfully earried
out in the farmer’s own locality and under
conditions that the farmer knows are nor-
mal average seasonal working conditions,
rather than by experimental work earried
out on specially-designed, specially-selected
areas and under working conditions with
which the farmer is not fully av fait, and
which are not always normal to farming
practice.

There is an item in the Estimates in con-
neetion with the purchase and agistment of
heifers. I hope the Minister, in his reply,
will be able to give us some information ‘on
this item, which provides for an estimated
expenditure of £10,000, an increase of
£5.000 over last year, in conmection with
the war service land settlement scheme. I
wonld like to know under what terms and
conditions it is proposed to make this
stock available to settlers; whether the de-
pariment is to be entirely reimbursed for
the expenditure, or whether it is to carry
the loss on its own account. There is, in
connection with the rabbit-proof fence and
the gates on it, an ever-reeurring and
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very sore point, I have made representa-
tions during the year, on behalf of road
boards, for the department to provide
motor by-passes on gates serving the main
roads, the intercommunicating roads pass-

ing through the rabbit-proof fence.
I regret to say that it 1is the
practice of most travellers to pass

through the gates and, whether they find

them open or closed, to leave them open.
The Minister for Lands: Some go

through them withont opening them.

Mr. LESLIE: From seeing the condition
of the gates I have known that thai must
happen. While that practice continues the
vast expenditure of money on the erection
of the rabbit-proof fences and the con-
siderable amount required for their annual
maintenanee are merely so much money
thrown to the rabbits. T believe that the
fences will serve a far more effective pur-
pose than they have if on those main roeds
motor by-passes are provided. That should
be the responsibility of the Agricultural
Department, in whose care the fences are.
It has been suggested, as a result of re-
presentations [ have made for the construe-
tion of these motor by-passes, that the de-
partment would have no objection to the
local governing authorities at fheir own
© ¢ost providing by-passes; but,” as they
would be part and parcel of the fences, it
is the job of the department to bear the
cost of installing the by-passes at the main
gates.

I urge on the Government an intensifi-
cation of its investigation into the salt
probhlem in those distriets where it is mak-
ing its appearance and is extending. In
some parts of the distriet T represent salt
is making its appearance on high land; and
the sugpestion has been offered that it is
due to impaction of the sub-soil below the
normal seed-bed and that the sub-soil re-
quires to be broken up, thus permiiting all
the salt to be carried away in solution as
the water goes through it with nermal
rainfall, which is not very large. T ask the
Minister to undertake an investigation of
the deep-ploughing system which was ap-
plied some time ago in America. I have made
some inquiries in various directions with
& view to obtaining information about that
experiment but have not heen suecessful,
1 should say the information would be more
readily available to officers of the depart-
ment, and I would ask them to investigate
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the proeess with a view to carrying out
experiments in salt-affected areas in this
State to see whether that would not be the
remedy we are seeking in order to dissipate
the rising salt and the extension of the salt
problem.

I deplore the attitude of restriction on
primary production which appears to be
growing more and more prevalent through-
out our State and throughout the Com-
monwealth. It is making its appearance
more and more in official directions. I re-
iterate what I have said here before, that
I believe that in the production of food-
stuffs we have a problem not of over-pro-
duction but of distribution. It may be o
question as to how far the Department of
Agriculture—and I believe that the Minis.
ter and his departmental officers can play a
big and important part in this matter—
are concerned in marketing and distribu-
tion methods. Today the world is ¢lamour-
ing for food-stuffs and yet in Western Aus-
tralia we are erying for a go-slow policy
for fear that we shall not be able to dis-
pose, at some fature date, of the food-stufis
that we should be growing now, and be-
cause the development that will be under-
taken at present may become a white ele-
phant in the future. 1f the problem is
tackled in the right manner, with a view to
altering the old system of distribution
which made the farmer nothing less than
a victim of speculation, we shall definitely
net require to continue this deplorably pes-
simistie attitude that will restriet the nor-
mal development of the State and forbid
its expansion in any direction.

During the session, I have had the privi-
lege of drawing the attention of this Cham-
ber to certain departures from normal agri-
cultura] ventures in my electorate. I allude,
of course, to the growing of vegetahles by
Messrs. Brown and Sons at Wyalkatehem,
and to the establishment of the split-pea
industry by Mr. Sharman at Booralaming,
near Dowerin. These are only fwo in-
stances that I mention as showing a spirit
of initiative and enterprise on the part of
many of our primary producers, and a de-
termination to break out of the old rut
which impelled them to retain the ideas and
practices that applied to their grandfathers.
It is the job of the Department of Agricul-
ture to encourage that spirit and to offer
every inducement to primary producers to
extend their operations into other fields.
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The member for York and the member
for Beverlay mentioned the matter of
prices. We must do everything possible
to prevent even a suggestion that there is
likely to be a eollapse in the price of pri-
mary products if we are to maintain our
output at ordinary standards. We must
build up a sense of security for the future,
based on the fact that produeers will re-
ceive a payable return. OQur Governments
must be eoncerned with the development
«of markets, and endeavour to over-
¢ome the international difficulties which
exercise such a restrictive influence on our
production and which could quickly bring
about another depression similar to that
of 1930 and 1931. It is, therefore, vitally
necessary ihat the State Government
should collaborate with the Commonwealth
Government in providing ways and means
for the equitable distribution of our pro-
duets.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [{10.10]:
I want to say a few words on this Vote, be-
cause, while it is always important, it is
assuming at the present time an importance
perhaps greater than at any time for many
years past. We have recently gone through
a period of six years during which the pro-
duction and sale of our major primary pro-
ducts have been regulated in accordance with
war conditions. The result is that when
war broke out the first thing that had to be
done by the Commonwealth Government, act-
ing under its defence powers, was to ensure
the stabilisation, or at all events the main-
tenance, of our major industries at a time
when they might otherwise have collapsed.
As g vesult, we have had the Australian
Wheat Board, the Central Wheat Board and
the Australian Meat Board, although I think
the Australian Meat Board was formed prior
to the commencement of the war. The other
two organisations were ereatureg of the war
period. The first major difference was that
we sold onr principal exportable primary
products by international agreement rather
ihan by the ordinary processes that had
taken place up to that time.

The new procedure of sale, by interna-
tional agreement, opened a fresh chapter in
the disposal of the primary commodities of
a country like Australia. During that period
we had the fixed price paid by the Com
monwealth Government on the acquisition of
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wheat, commencing with 3s. 10d. f.o.b. when
the war broke out in 1939, and passing on to
the Scully prices, paid by the present Gov-
crnment at the moment and af present fixed
year by year. In addition we have had the
Washington Wheat Conveniion, which may
be a landmark in the history of the wheal
industry. If the recommendations of the
Washington Wheat Conveution of 1942 are
adopted after the war, we shall have, through
the International Wheat Council, some
machinery for the orderly disposal of the
wheat of the major exporting countries so
that the exporting of wheat will be regulated
according to the demand of the consuming
countries and at a price which is fixed to be
fair to the producer and at the same time
to the consumer.

The Washington Wheat Convention is an
agreement which is of fundamental import.
ance and vital to the wheat industry of Aus
tralid. It hag not yet been implemented by
the subseribing nations, as was the intention,
The idea was that after the war the agree-
ment should be adopted by the various coun-
tries concerned. It is not easy to ascertain
exactly what has happened to the Washing-
fon Wheat Convention. There are certain
difficulties in eo-ordinating freight charges
ag between the different exporting countries.
That, I believe, is to be the subjeet of dis-
cussion between the various nations con-
cerned. T come to the point of saying that
the wheat industry is meore vital to the
stability and the living conditions of the
people of this State than any other industry,
but we have an astonishing laek of informa-
tion as to the position at present.

We know that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has appointed a committee to consider
the question of stabilised prices. We know
that the system under which the wheat indus.
try has been supported during the war years
—namely under the defence powers of the
Constitution—is about to end. We know that
if the present arrangements are to continue
it may be necessary to amend the Constitu-
tion in some respects to give marketing
powers to the Commonwealth. As far as our
State is eoncerned, the Commonwealth has
that power in respect of our major primary
products, under the Commonwealth Powers
Act, 1943. It has full power to market
abroad, by international agreement, our
wheat and wool and certain other major ex-
port products,
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‘What is our Government doing in the mat-
ter? It must be under consideration by the
Commontealth, but what is our view about
the price? We all know of the recent in-
quiry by a committee of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, which fixed the mini-
mum payable price of wheat at Bs. 5d. per
bushel. Is our Government making repre-
sentations as to its view on the price that
the wheet producer should receive? Can we
have a ecomprehensive statement of the posi-
tion up to the present, as affeciing the wheat
industry in this State, a statement of what
the Government knows, what is being pro-
posed and what are the arrangements for
the future? I am prepared to believe that
the future arrangements are not yet final-
ised, but I think the people in this import-
ant wheat exporting State should havo
opportunity to know the position to date
and that we should make representations in
the strongest terms to the Commonwealth
Government as to our views on the stabili-
sation of wheat prices and the marketing of
wheat oversea, All these things are in a
catastrophic state of obscurity and, as far
as I know, no comprehensive statement by
the Commonwealth Government, which is
now most concerned, has been made, I feel
sure I will draw the sympathy of the Min-
ister for Agriculture, who has yet to take
up the threads of this intricate question, if
I suggest that as soon as possible he might
take the opportunity to tell the Chamber
all he knows up to date; what his Govern-
ment's views are as to the future of the in-
dustry, and so affor@ members an opportun-
ity to disenss the matter and express their
views.

The wheat farmer is experiencing =2
new technique in the handling of his pro-
duct as the result of the war years. He has
had a price which, though apparently not

sufficient to give him a fair return, has been -

definite from year to year, and he has known
that his wheat could be sold, because the
Government has taken it over under the
acquisition scheme, The farmer now wants
a reasonable thing for the fauture. He does
not want fluctuations in price up to perhaps
125, per bushel which might mean a for-
tune for him if it lasted for three or
four years, because he knows that it might
then drop for several years to perhaps
2s. per bushel. He wants an assurance of
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an income from his product sufficient to en-
able him and his family to enjoy a' reason-
able standard of living from year to year,
and to budget and develop the farm in the
knowledge that he wil] not be faced by a
sudden fall in prices, All he asks for is a
decent living. That is a reasonable attitude
for the farmer to take and he appreciates
today that the wheat sold oversea is bought
by people, in other countries, who can afford
only a certain price, He does not want to
profiteer on the people in the homeland or in
any other country. On the other hand, he
believes such people will be prepared to
ensure to him a price that will mean a rea-
sonable living standard.

Mr. Perkins: In England they pay their
producers a higher price than we receive for
the export product.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, but their costs
are higher. The cost of producing wheat in
Great Britain is higher and many of the
technical processes practised here, such as
siripping, are not possible in the same way
in such a damp climate as that of England.
We realise that to encourage and maintain
national production of food those people are
prepared to pay high home prices. In the
marketing of our major primary products
we have now arrived at a stage where we
must make up our minds what we want and
where we are going. The defence powers,
under which we acted in.the emergency at
war, are now terminating, and we want a
basis for peace. The wheatgrowers want to
know what the Parliaments of Australia are
going to do about it and, in particular, what
are this Government’s views on the matter.
The sponer they know that, the better cop-
tribution those engaged in the industry can
make for the guidance of the Government in
the solution in this problem.

We have bad a joint organisation
scheme for wool, which appears to have
been the best solution of the diffienlty
iovolved in the enormous earryover. That
scheme is likely to operate for another
15 years or so and appears fo guar-
antee to the wool-producers a price that will
enable them to carry on. Under a constitn-
tional power, of which [ am not certain, but
possibly it is the external power plus what
remains of the defence power, the wool in-
dustry has been assured of marketing stabi-
lisation for the next 15 years. Is that, or
something similar, to be applied to wheat?
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If it is not done promptly by the Common-
‘wezlth Government it may lose the benefit of
the defence power under which the joint
.agreement has apparently been supported.
What I have said has been invoked by what
I know is in the minds of those in the wheat
industry; that is the obscurity as to their
future and lack of definite indieations by
Governments not only as to what plans they
are making, but even what they bave in
mind.

The other aspect is that the estimated
harvest for this year is some 20,000,000
bushels and, allowing for seed wheat and a
margin over, the amount of wheat from the
new harvest available for shipping by rail,
commeneing next month, is about 18,000,000
bushels. Of that quantity about 12,000,000
bushels will probably be exported oversea.
That will be the available balance after meet-
ing loeal demands, The position in this State
at present, so far as I caw learn, is that the
flourmiliers are taking 6,500 tons per week
for making flour and are exporting flour
©on g large scale, There is a great demand
for it; the flour is under contract fo go lo
Great Britain, Ceylon, and wvarious other
countries. The requirement of the millers
of 6,500 tons of wheat a week will continue
for some time. The produce trade in this
State requires approximately 1,000 tons of
wheat a week for poultry food, bran, pol-
lard, ete. Thus the millers and the produce
merchants require 7,500 tons of wheat per
week.

In the first three weeks of this month, the
quantity of wheat brought from country
districts to the seaboard has been approxi-
mately 7,000 or 7,500 tons a week. There-
fore the quantity of wheat brounght to
the seaboard during the greater part of this
month has been sufficient to meet the de-
mands of the millers for the flour trade and
the demands of the produce trade, and bas
left, I am informed, nothing at all for the
export {rade. Of the forthcoming harvest
in this State, the transport of 15,000 fons
a week for something over eight months
will be necessary to move the harvest to the
seaboard for export and to meet the re-
quirements of millers and the produce trade.
The new harvest will come in during the
next few weeks.

There is much talk going on, as the Min-
ister may know, about our shipping posi-
tion. We have had references to ships going
away empty. Ships have left empty, but
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there have been reasons for that happen.
ing, There have been circumstances thal
have perhaps made it difficult to fill those
ships, but the situation now facing this
State, so far as I ean ascertain it—I would
like the Minister to make inquiries to ascer-
tain whether my information is right o
wrong—is that at the rate of transport o
wheat from the country districts to the sea:
board, we shall have practically no wheat i«
ship oversea. That rate will need to be
stepped up to 15,000 tons & week from the
country districts to the scaboard if we ard
to fill the shipping space that will be avail
able. If we do not step up the transit of
wheat from the country distriets to the
seaboard in the months just ahead, we shal
cither have to restrict the milling and pro
duce frades or we may be able only partiall
to fill the ships that will be available. Thi:
is & matter on which T would like the Minis
ter's views and inquiries because my infor
mation may or may not be soundly based.

There are two further factors, the frs
humsanitarian and the second cconomic
Perhaps they impinge on each other. Th
demand for wheat for foed in many coun
tries of the world is, of course, acute. Tha
fact cannot be over-emphasised. If we hav
the wheat in our country, it would seem :
great pity if, by any want of exertion o
organisation, the wheat remains here whe
it is so urgently needed to keep people aliv
in other countries. The second aspect i
economie. T understand that the deman
for wheat in many countries of the worl
at present is so great that almost any prie
will be paid for it. A price we may almos
regard as fabulous will he willingly peid.

I do not think the farmers of this Siat
would wish to profiteer on the extreme ad
versity of people in other countries. At th
same time, if those countries are in need o
wheat and it pays them to offer very higl
prices for it, we might well consider it du
te our farmers that they should be enable
to take advantage of the good prices afte
having passed through many years wit
prices not at all payable. It is eonceivabl
that the urgent demand—I do not say i
will take place but I imagine it may oceu
if we cannot get our wheat away—may b
filled by other exporting countries, and th
opportunity to bhenefit by sales that woul
help the economic position of our farmer
may be lost {o them.
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This is a subjeet of discussion by many
people; I have had it from many quar-
ters. I am sure the Government is im-
pressed wiih the urgeney of the problem,
and I felt that I would like to bring ‘it up
and let the Minister know that it is regarded
by some responsible people as a major prob-
lem that this State should solve by some
means or other, If my information is eor-
vect, the reasons for the present sitnation I
am not going to suggest. Itisnot my respon-
sibility and I have not the knowledge to en-
abie me to do so, but there has been some ref-
erence to it in this Chamber in connection
with the transport of wool. The diffieulties
associated with the transport of wool may
have some relation to the alleged difficulties
associated with the transport of wheat, Af
all events, the matter is of sufficient interest
to the State and to the wheat indusiry to
require the attention of the Government and
ary information it can give to members.

The only other aspeet fo which I wish
to refer is this: Members, including Minis-
ters, have spoken from time to time of the
position of the people in the British Isles.
Information that is coming to us day by
day suggests that the position is even worse
than we thought. Men who are eoming
home from the Services are telling stories
of very great privations which are being
suffered by the people of Great Britain.
I saw the other day that in South Austra-
lia, by a voluntary surrender of coupons
and bv other means, substantial food-
stuffs and other sustenance had been ship-
ped by that State to Great Britain, T have
received some correspondence in this State
urging that the same thing should be done
here. 'When the matter was first men-
tioned some months ago in South Australia,
1 understand that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment found there were diffienlties in the
way, and I have no doubt at all that it was
not easy to overcome them. But I sug-
gest to the Government, if it can see its
way to do so, that a voluntary scheme,
under which the people would surrender
coupons or contribute foodstuffs of the
right kiid, would strike a very strong re-
sponse from the peaple of the State. I know
the diffieulties of organisation, of sbipping,
of a hundred and one things, but if these
could be overcome there would be a feel-
ing on the part of many people of the
State that they had not been found want-
ing in relation to the Old Country at a
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time when the Old Country stood in such
great need.

MR. TELFER (Avon) [10.38]: I would
be wanting in my duty if 1 did not thank
the Minister for the many courtesies which
he has extended to me when I have inter-
viewed him on farmers’ disabilities. I found
that he had a fine grip of his Ministerial
office. In the problems that I have put he-
fore him I have received the kindest and
most helpful consideration for my constitu-
ents, The report of the department is a
very fine one and it does credit to the staff.
I notice from the report that gtabilisation of
produets should be one of our keynotes, To
read such an observation in a public journal
iz a true indication of the way in which our
Government is going. 1 think it is expected
beyond all doubt by our Government that
there must be a stabilised price for our
wheat; a price payable to the grower must
be one of the fundamentals. There is searce-
ly need to traverse that ground again, as
I am sure the Government realises that that
is s0. For the moment, the wool problem
has righted itself. It js pleasing for ns to
receive a stable price—althongh perhaps not
a high one—for a number of years ahead,

In our meat problem we have semething
ahead of ug that we must face up to. The
saleyards at Midland Junetion, as well as
the abattoins and ecol storage accommoda-
tion, are in need of eonsiderable overhaul. T
I would like the department to make a thor-
ough investigation in order to secure the best
possible knowledge of how to exploit to the
full the advantages of any extensions that
may be made at Midland Junetion. I had
the pleasure of going through the works at
Robbs Jetty some weeks ago. They are a
eredit to the officers in charge, Their work
has done much to relieve the meat position.
With greater co-ordination hetween Mid-
land Junction and Robbs Jetly, the price
which farmers may receive for their
meat  should be  considerably en-
henced. Another matter of great
importance and  requiring  attention
is meat meal, which is used today for stock
feed, These manufactured foods have a
high protein value which is reflected in the
stock put on the market. We should wuse
all possible efforig to build wp supplies of
meat meal,
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Going g little further afield, I now wish
to speak of agricultural advisers. We had g
fine group of officers at the Merredin Re-
gearch Station. ‘At Merredin on a recent
Field Day the Departmenta] officers gave
very fine lectures to a gathering of farmers.
One thing is very noticeable; we have not
the number of advisers that we had some
time ago. I know that the Government is
endeavouring to secure additional agrieul-
tural advisers and that the problem is to
find suitable men. Nevertheless, I would ask
the Minister to treat this matter as one of
urgency. Veterinary science is another mat-
ter requiring attention, It is only by hav-
ing these experts that progress can be made.

The pig industry is becoming well estab-
lished. Farmers have been taught the right
type of pig to put on the market. If guffi-
cient agricultural advisers were available,
other lines of specialisation could he ex-
ploited. The report of the department ehows
that the export lamb industry is definitely on
the up grade. There is still room for im-
provement and extension asg in the pig in-
dustry. Msay the department be suecessful
in securing competent men to put in the
field! Dr. Teakle was at the research station
on a field day at Merredin and inspected
some experimental deep ploughing to asecer-
tain the potentiality of some of the saline
lands in our lake country., I must pay trib-
ute to Mr. Whhitehead, of Hine's Hill, who
has been associated with Dr, Teakle in some
of these investigations, The progress they
bave made is 5 credit to them.

I notice from the Kstimates that £5,000
was expended last year for grasshopper
ploughing. That is cne of the ever-recurring
problems we are up against, I hope it will
be handled in the same way in the coming
season, As time is moving on, I will eon-
ciude by drawing attention to something of
which the Minister is only too well awa;e;
namely, that stabilised markets lead to sound
economics, and sound economios lead to right
thought in the countryside. In the country-
side we have at present better farm hus-
bandry than we have ever experienced pre-
viously. That has been achieved simply be-
cause our markets are stable; and that stab-
ility gives farmers the heart to go forward.
With gtabilised markets, we shall overcome
many of our disabilities.
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MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore} [10.46]: ]
have listened with great interest to whal
has been said. The member for York
brought forward a question which has beex
exercising our minds for some time; and
that is the fact that, while we are receiving
4s. a bushel for portion of our crops at the
siding, the price of wheat at terminal port:
is about 10s, f.o.b, There seems to be a big
discrepancy hetween those figures; and it i
highly possible that, although people ir
country districts have already shown that
they are prepared to vote Labour, and while
they have admitted that Labour has done
much for them, unless the price of wheat i
inereased at the siding, it will be easy to gc
to the country and point out that the Labow
Gowernment is doing something to them and
not for them. That is & very importan!
peint; and there should be no further delay
about what the price is to be at the siding
this year, and also what the price of pig
feed iz to be. The member for Beverle)
spoke on the subject of pigs. I, too, am
interested in pigs; I have a number of them
and there is great anxiety in my mind about
the future stability of the industry and the
economie desirability of keeping pigs.

The member for Beverley seemed to thinl
it was essential for us to do all we can t
send as mueh pig-meat as possible to Eng
land. He spoke of freezer ships going fron
here empty. That may be true, but bad i
it is. It would be a good thing to bear ir
mind that England is in a state of financia
embarrassment, and it would be cheaper for
her to find her pig market much nearer
That means that we in Australia must wak
up and look around the Pacific for an ex
tension of markets, or the opening up of &
market which has beckoned to us for decades
The war is over: and I saw in the Press thal
people interested in countries like Malaye
are being asked to return to those countries
People who have had any experience what
ever of those countries in the past are being
requested to return there voluntarily. There
is a determination on the part of Grea
Britain to rebabilitate in a true and prope:
manner the resources if possesses in tha
country. Believe me, Great Britain is go.
ing to do it; and the American people are
going to do it; and Australia is going to sif
pretty and pretend she is the finest country
in the world! She is going on with this
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stupid ‘Hands Off Indonesia,” and her silly
striking, for which nobody outside Australia
will pay; while that country up there at
our very baek deor is looking to us to take
some notice of the demands she will make
upon us.

There is the outlet for Australia. T have
brought that up before, and I bring it up
again, but I seem to be beating my wings
idly and futilely. There is our market. There
is our opportunity, Fast-moving ships can
trave]l in five days from Fremantle to Singa-
pore. Further East, there is the possibility
of expanding markets in China, The war has
tanght Asiatic people that they are not
going without those things that we can
produce and send them; and which war
bas taught them to use, but we keep .our
eyes closed, for some reason known best
to the people in Australia. We are doing
nothing of a very conerete nature to ses
that we have established there an agency
controlled by the Government which will
see that the products we have for sale
reach that country in a proper condition
or in a proper form for the benefit of those
people, who will eat out Australia in ten
minutes if given an opportunity. We have
people eoming from India to beg us to
supply them with {hings. How many
people from here have gone there to see
what the people of India want? They want
everything; even our wine. What have we
done ahout it and what are we going to
do?

There is an established market. There is
our only chance of establishing a market,
with economie conditions as they are at
the moment; and it is incumbent on this
eountry to realise that it belongs
to the Pacific and not to the Atlantic; and
that when we turn our eyes to the Pacific
and take advaniage of the opportunities
offering there, half our agriemltural prob-
lems will go. I would like to know that
we have a future for our pig industry. T
suggest that we would find it there. It is
absolutely essential for Australia, as an
agricultural country, to see that it has
markets close by. Nor would I allow that
Commonweslth erowd—the ‘‘other siders’’
ag we eall them—to go forward and snare
away from this little State the opportuni-
ties which geographically belong to it. X
would not have it, and if we are going to
have it, we shall languish, and what our
lot is will be what we have asked for and
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deserved. T hope that very shortly we will
find a method of increasing the number
of availahle tractors. I trust we will soon
find out how to overcome the tyre diffi-

-euity. That will probably be done for us.

by more enterprising people not resident
in this country.

I hope, too, that we are not going to be
plagued any longer in this State with
black wire and black netting. They are
the most heinous products sent to us in the
country distriets from eity exploiters.
There are complaints about them every-
where; and I understand that if we wish
to buy wire, we still have to buy that
rotten stuff! 1 hope something will be
done about sparking plugs, which are being
made in Australia and are of most inferior
quality; so much so that I was informed
the other day by a reliable authority that if
I wanted to keep my tractor going, I had
better buy a sugarbag-full. I thought that
was too many, but I am taking home a
dozen this week-end.

Those are the only contributions I want
to make to the debate. I do want
to impress on the Committee that
there is an  opportunity in the
Far East if we only have the sense
to take it. So far, we have not shown suf-
ficient business acumen to be lahelled with
that particular sense. There is the market for
Western Australia and probably Australia.
There is nothing here we produce that they
do not want. Times without number,
people have come to see me and complained
that our fruit lies on the ground in
orchards and that they cannot buy it in
the Far Bast where they want it. There is
something radically wrong. We must wake
up to the potentialities. We must dress
our products sufliciently attractively for the
people in those countries to buy them. Let
us hear no more of this “Hands off Indo-
nesia” tommyrot. Let us have fewer strikes
in this excellent country so that we may take
our place, in a competitive sense, with the
other nations in the world and sell to them
the products that we can produce so easily
and satisfactorily here.

Ttem—Salaries, allowances, ete.:

Mr, McLARTY: This item includes the
professional and technical officers, and I
wish to ask the Minister what is actually
being done in regard to the appointment
of more veterinary officers throughout the
State. According to the report we have
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four field officers, The report refers to the
death of one. We know that in a widely
geattered State such as this we have many
-disesses, and some are peculiar to one part
of the State. In the future when veterinary
sufgeons are appointed we should get spe-
cialists. This matter is important to the
agricultural industry generally, and we
should have some pronouncement from the
Minister as to what the Government is try-
ing to do to overcome the diffienlty. The
Minister would be well advised to give con-
sideration to the recommendations of the
Vermin Royal Commission.

Mr. WILLMOTT: It is very trying fto
have no veterinary officer amongst us. That
is the position in my district. We had one
man but he was shifted to Manjimup which
was a long way from Margaret River, Kar-
ridale and Augusta. I hope the Minister
will tell us what is being done in the matter
of veterinary surgeons.

Item—General Expense
tration, ete.:

Mr. WILLMOTT: The Minister knows I
was very keep on the department buying
heifers for future settlement. I talked the
matter over with the Premier on omne oeca-
sion, and I am pleased to see that the
Government is buying heifers. What is
worrying me is that some of the country on
which it is intended to run heifers in the
near future has been overrun with conta-
gious abortion for eight or nine years. I
hope the Minister will find out from the
Chief Veterinary Officer whether these
heifers will be affecfed by contagious
abortion from those districts. It will be
pretty hard if we are going to hand over
heifers with contagions abortion to soldier
settlers. If a heifer loses a calf in the early
stages it is out of production for the rest
of the season. I am glad to see that many
settlers are coming into my. electorate.
These men must have proper eattle for
dairying, and we must see that they get
clean cattle.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The department is alive to the necessity for
having sufficient veterinary officers, The
possibility of obtaining these men has been
explored, inferstate and oversea. We are also
making arrangements for trainees to come
forward.

The Premier: The Army has not been
very kind to us.

of Adminis-
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The MINISTER FOR, AGRICULTURE
That is so. We are getting men releasec
within a day or two. A couple of our of
ficers have been tied up in the Army.

Item, Research Stations:

Mr. MeLARTY: Wokalup is mentionec
here. Apart from a few experimental plots
this is the only farm in the South-West
where any research work is being carriec
out, I do not know exactly what is being
done there, but in view of the importance
of research work, I would like the Ministe
to give us some information as to what i
being done, what he means by research, ang
what future work it is intended to earr)
out at Wokalup.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
The organisation of Wokalup is similar te
that at all other research stations. I i
intended to carry out research into prob
lems that are likely to be peculiar to the
South-West. For example, the growing o
flax and the possible diseases of flax ar
being investigated there. In addition
fodder grasses and their nutritional valug
are being given considerntion.

Mr. MeLarty: And animal diseases?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Yes. The idea is that Wokalup shall b
developed so that eventually it ean be uses
in conjunetion with other work that the
Government intends putting in band i
connection with the shifting of subnormals
for whom a colony will be established ir
that distriet,

Vote pot and passed,

Votes—College of Agriculture, £13,134,
Child Welfare and Outdoor Relief, £75,30(
—agreed to.

Progress reported.

Haquse adjourned at 11.6 p.m.



